
26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Year A     Psalter 2
Sunday 27th September 2026

9.00am Mass Ramon Cliffe (anniversary)

10.30am Mass People of the Parish

2.45pm Syro-Malabar Mass 

5.00pm Mass Glynis McKeogh

Monday 28th September

St Lawrence Ruiz & Companions, Filipino

Martyrs

No Mass

Tuesday 29th September  

St Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, Archangels

No Mass

Wednesday 30th September 

St Jerome, Priest, Doctor of the Church

10.00am Mass Benefactors

Thursday 1st October 

St Thérèse of the Child Jesus

No Mass

4.30pm Reception of the body: Matthew Skipper RIP

Friday 2nd October 

Holy Guardian Angels

10.30am Funeral Mass: Matthew Skipper RIP 

Saturday 3rd October   

Our Lady on Saturday

No Mass 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is usually 

available after Mass on Wednesdays, Fridays &  

Saturdays 10.30am, and by request. 

Parish prayer link:

For the desperate situation in Sudan

Diocesan prayer link:

St Joseph, Bridgwater

Our Lady and the English Martyrs, Burnham on

Sea

HOSPITAL: If you/a loved one is going into the

Royal United Hospital, contact the RUH

Chaplaincy on arrival: 01225 428331 (ask for the

Spiritual Care Centre) ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net

ST MARY’S CHURCH
(Our Lady, Help of Christians)

Julian Road, Bath, BA1 2SQ

www.stmarysbath.org.uk 

Livestream www.churchservices.tv/bath 

facebook.com/stmaryscatholicchurchbath

Parish Priest: Fr James Finan 01225 311725
Deacon: Rev. Richard Hayward (Retired)

Weekly Diocesan newsletter: https://cliftondiocese.com/ (bottom of the home page)
Clifton Diocese Linktree: Events & info https://linktr.ee/cliftonevangelist

Parish Safeguarding Representatives:
Barbara Summerfield, Olwyn Donnelly, Sharon Champneys

psr.bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com
 Parish Administrator: Charlotte Boyall 

Bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com 01225 314114 
St Mary’s St Vincent de Paul group

John Desmond presidentB040313@svp.org.uk
 Gift Aid GA.bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com 

Treasurers Helen Bletso, Janet Freeman & Barbara Summerfield 
treasurer.bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com 
 What3Words Church glory.simply.worker 

Parish Centre tracks.crass.tools

This week we remember:

Maya Grubinska-Sousa, Colleen Butera,

Elizabeth Durkin, Olivia Smallwood and 

all whose anniversaries occur at this time.

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful 

departed, rest in peace. Amen

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:
1st Reading Israel is the Lord’s vineyard but a

vineyard that has gone bad; instead of grapes, it

produced only sour grapes; instead of justice and

integrity only bloodshed and distress.

2nd Reading Paul exhorts the Philippians to rise

above worry and to trust in God. His peace will

guard and protect them.

Gospel If the Lord’s vineyard does not produce

the expected fruit, he will take it from those to

whom he has leased it and give it to others.

Coming to Mass at St Mary’s:

*New or visiting? Our Mass Stewards are happy

to chat after Mass & offer a parish info pack

*If you are unsure of the fire exits in the Church

please ask a Mass Steward for clarification.

*No longer able to come to church & would like

to receive Holy Communion at home? Ring

Fr Jeremy 01225 311725/email the parish office.

*Our SVP can facilitate lifts for those with

difficulty in getting to Church eg the elderly.

07553022059 presidentB040313@svp.org.uk

CONGRA

PARISH OFFICE Inside the Parish Centre

Parish Administrator: Charlotte Boyall 01225

314114 Post: 4 Harley Street, Bath, BA1 2SF

Bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com

Opening hours this week: Mon & Tues email

only. Open Wed-Fri 9.00am-12.30pm.

Bulletin: Send info Sat-Wed for Sunday’s

bulletin. Email/call Charlotte to receive it by email

&/or join the parishioner email list.

Parish Centre: Available for hire from £8.00ph

Email/call Charlotte for availability, costs etc.

Parish census It’s time for everyone to complete a

census form. Please complete and return them to

the Parish Office or the box at the back of church.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Tues 29th Sept Catholic Women Walking with Women: Bereaved Catholic

Women Part of a year-long webinar series designed to meet women where they

truly are, in the real circumstances and rhythms of life, and to explore how God

walks with us in every season. https://www.nbcw.co.uk/event/walking-

through-loss-bereaved-catholic-women

Sun 6th Oct ACADEMIC MASS, St John’s Church 6.30pm We start the new

academic year by welcoming our students to Mass. During the Mass, students

will receive a blessing upon their studies and upon this new year. We also

welcome the Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Provost of University of Bath,

Professor Marcus Munafò.

Saturday 10th October Vocation Retreat Day: Explore, Learn, Reflect

What is God calling you to? Whether discerning your own path or simply curious

about how others live out their faith, this day retreat is a chance to pause, explore,

learn and reflect together as a community. Open to both men and women, the day

brings together speakers from across different vocations, including married life,

religious life and the diaconate, each sharing their story of how they found their

calling. Includes Mass and time for confession; lunch and refreshments included

in the ticket price. 10am-5.00pm, at St Mary on the Quay, Bristol. Tickets from

£10, available via Eventbrite/Zeffy. Info bristolcatholicwomen@gmail.com

https://www.zeffy.com/en-GB/ticketing/vocation-retreat-day-explore-learn-

reflect

Continue Wed 14th Oct THE WORD OF THE LORD St John’s Church,

South Parade 7.00pm (refreshments from 6.30pm). John Huntriss will lead a

series of talks for all interested in understanding the Scriptures a little more.

Please bring a Bible.

Starts Wed 14th Oct Bath Inter Faith group: new series of Scriptural Reasoning

sessions, jointly with the University of Bath and Bath Mosque. 6.00pm University

of Bath Chaplaincy. Theme "The Fall, Mercy and Human Responsibility".

Details & booking via Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scriptural-

reasoning-tickets-2000984157480?aff=oddtdtcreator

Thurs 15th Oct CU Webinar for Young Catholics “The Desert and the Polis:

Loneliness as Spiritual Crisis and Political Failure”. 6.00pm with Fr John Church

OP and Professor Anna Rowlands. Register by emailing

info@catholicunion.org.uk Aimed primarily at students, graduates, and young

professionals. An opportunity to have a conversation that takes loneliness

seriously as both a spiritual condition and a structural one.

Sat 17th Oct 'From seed to plant’ the Theological Life Journey with

Sr Hyacinthe Defos du Rau OP, St John’s, Bath. A day for all catechists and those

interested in becoming catechists. Bishop Bosco will celebrate Mass.

Refreshments from 9.30am, 10.00am-4pm. Please bring a packed lunch.

Register here www.fromseedtoplant.eventbrite.co.uk

Sat 24th Oct A day exploring Magnifica Humanitas at St Brendan's College,

Brislington, offers all the opportunity to go deeper into the encyclical. Speakers:

Bishop Bosco, Dr Austen Ivereigh and Professor Carmody Grey (tbc) 10am-4pm

(refreshments from 9.30am) please bring a packed lunch. Register here:

https://magnificahumanitas.eventbrite.co.uk

Tues 3rd Nov PRAY FOR BATH Bath Abbey 7:30pm Join believers from

across Bath as we come together to pray for our city and the surrounding area.

We will be praying for all aspects of life in our city: from our universities and

local council, to welfare, outreach, and welcoming new church leaders.

6-8 Nov Vocation Weekend Taste the goodness of the Lord who loves you.

Experience monastic life at the Monastery of Our Lady and St Bernard,

Brownshill https://www.bernardine.org/brownshill-programme/2026/

REGULAR EVENTS

Sundays Children’s Liturgy at 10.30am Mass in

the Sacristy, for children up to First Holy

Communion stage. Running late? Go around to the

Sacristy door.

Coffee after 10.30am Mass Come to the Parish

Centre, meet new parishioners

3rd Sundays of the month Mass for LGBT+

St Nicholas of Tolentino Church, Bristol, BS5.

17th Oct inclusionforall@cliftondiocese.com

Fortnightly Mondays Lectio Divina Group

We use Divine Reading to lead our reading &

sharing of Sunday’s Gospel 7.30pm via Zoom.

Next: tbc Info: Graham 07889 495419

1st & 3rd Tuesdays Ecumenical Christian

Meditation Group 7.00–8.15pm Parish Centre.

Info: Deirdre 01225 872110 Next: 6th October

1st Wednesdays Parish Gardening Group

Next: 7th October 2.00pm at church. New people

always welcome: we have a lot of grounds and

there is always more to do than a small group can

manage. Enthusiasm more important than green

fingers. Info: Ian Ellis 07828 720517

1st Wednesdays The Parish SVP provides tea &

chat for everyone after 10.00am Mass in the Parish

Centre until noon. Next: 7th October

Wednesdays Parish Archive project Next: tbc

10.00am-12.00pm Could you help sort the items in

our archives into date order? Those with good

memories are very welcome to keep putting names

to faces. Look out for dates for meeting in the

Parish Centre.

St Mary’s Open Church mornings

Last Thursdays of the month 10.00am–noon

Next: 29th Oct. We invite YOU to join us St

Mary’s Church for: *Private Prayer *Men’s &

Ladies Groups *A Knit & Natter Group or the

craft you enjoy. Those who wish can support

people in need of knitting/ crochet/ sewing items

eg Ukraine, RUH, Hearts for Hunts, Poppy

Marathon. If possible RSVP to Pat & Joy

patjoy.kelly@gmail.com

POPPY MARATHON: YOUR HELP HAS

BEEN AMAZING Please hand in all poppies by

the end of September. Then we can prepare to

decorate our church on Saturday 31st October for

the month of NOVEMBER. Currently, we have

an amazing 2821 poppies. If you can help set up

on Sat 31st Oct please let Pat and Joy know.

Have you enjoyed being involved? We have new

charitable projects starting. Interested?

Info: Pat & Joy patjoy.kelly@gmail.com

If Fr James is not available, and a priest is 

required urgently, please call:

St Alphege’s 07789185181 Fr Robert Corrigan 

St John’s 01225 464471 Fr Chris Whitehead

Au revoir and Thank You Fr Jeremy!

Fr Jeremy’s leaving Mass with Bishop Bosco 

Noon, Saturday 7th November, at St Mary’s. 

It will be followed by an afternoon tea celebration 

in the Parish Centre. Everyone is invited.  

RSVP to the Parish Office.

“If you are looking for the way by which you should go, take Christ, because He Himself is the way.” St Thomas Aquinas

FINANCE Standing order and Gift aid donation

forms are in the church porch. Complete and send

it to the Parish Office or talk to Barbara

Summerfield Gift Aid secretary.

Collection 20th September

Collection £445.98

Contactless giving (DONA) £195.00

Livestreaming £0

Standing orders £1296.00

Tax recovery (gift aid) £311.20

Total £2250.18

Weekly cost of running the Parish £2570.00

THANK YOU Bishops Conference £117.50

Season of Creation 1st Sept – 4th Oct

*An Interfaith Conversation 5th Oct between

Fr Michael Barnes SJ, Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg

and Dr Mohammed Gamal Abdelnour. 7.00pm in

St John’s Parish Hall, South Parade. It will allow

us to understand the God of Creation and our care

for our common home across Christianity,

Judaism and Islam.

*Novena: Nine brief reflections asking St Francis

of Assisi to pray for us and our world, based on

his beautiful Canticle of the Sun

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-

resources/novena-to-st-francis

*National Emergency Briefing film Watch at:

St Gregory’s Catholic School 16th Oct 7.30pm

Weston All Saints Centre 16th Oct 2pm & 6pm

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/westonbathto

gether/2386877

SANCTUARY LAMPS 3 seven-day candles are

available to purchase for your intentions.

Envelopes at the church entrance on which you

can specify the lamp and the intention. Minimum

offering per candle £5.00 to cover costs. Please

give envelopes to Fr James.

Sanctuary lamp 1: Libby Smallwood (anniv.)

Caritas Clifton Admin Support needed

There has been a Caritas initiative in the Diocese

as part of the Catholic Social Action Network for

many years www.csan.org.uk The bishop is keen

that this be developed into a practical resource for

parishes. Caritas needs volunteers to assist in the

setting up, and administration, of the initiative

Could you help? More info: Deacon Robert von

Hawrylak caritasclifton@cliftondiocese.com

Caritas Clifton: A practical resource for

parishes. It will:

a)Take a stock of the charities in the diocese, their

work, engagement with parishes and fundraising

needs.

b) Offer assistance in the setting up of groups in

parishes – be a resource for grants available

towards food costs, models of working with local

charities.

c) Offer support in raising grant funding for

buildings linked to social needs projects.

d) Specifically encourage the set-up of more

Young Adults’ Groups in the parishes.

e) Visit schools and get the children involved.

f) Be ready for when action is required. e.g. a

pandemic, cold winter.

g) Put a greater emphasis on special days in the

Liturgical Calendar; Day for Migrants and

Refugees, Day of the Poor etc.

h) Care of the planet. As followers of Laudato Si

we know that climate change has a direct effect

on the poor & marginalised throughout the world.

Starting School? If you have a child born

between 1st Sept 2022 and 31st Aug 2023, then

now is the time to apply for a place at a primary

school for admission from Sept 2027 onwards.

Complete an application form available from the

school admissions team of BathNES Council. If

your child has been baptised and you are

applying for a Catholic school, you must also

provide a copy of the baptism certificate to the

school. Apply by the closing date:15th Jan 2027.

We have 24/7 CCTV cameras in the church, 

across the car park, around the outside of the 

buildings & in the Parish Centre. 

Bishop Appeal On Education Sunday, Bishop

Bosco launched a new appeal for parishioners to

serve as school governors or as academy trust

directors. Doing so helps our schools provide the

best possible education for today’s children and

helps protect Catholic schools for future

generations. It is truly supporting the mission of

the Church. There is an urgent need for more

volunteers to serve as governors/directors. No

previous experience is required. Contact Bill

McEntee, Governance Officer at Clifton Diocese,

bill.mcentee@cliftondiocese.com 07710094976

St Gregory’s Catholic School Open events

Tues 29th Sept & Wed 30th Sept 9.00-11.00am Join a guided tour during the

school day to see our classrooms & community in action. Booking required.

Thurs 1st Oct School Open Evening 6.00pm - 8.30pm No booking required.

Wed 7th Oct Discover Sixth Taster Day. For all St Gregory's Year 11 students

and registered external applicants. Register here:

Thurs 8th Oct St Gregory’s Sixth Form Open Evening 6.00pm - 8.30pm Open

to all Year 10 and Year 11 students.

https://www.st-gregorys.org.uk/admissions/admissions

CAFOD Family Fast Day Appeal next Sunday

Put your faith into action and share the Lord’s

love by supporting our global neighbours

experiencing shortages of food and safe water.

Your gift can support children like Tayla in

Zimbabwe to stay in school by helping

communities and schools provide nourishing

meals, improve access to water and grow food in

school gardens. Bishop Stephen Wright (CAFOD

Chair of Trustees) recently visited a CAFOD

projects which provides solar powered water

pumps to help produce and grow food for years to

come. Please see his moving testimony (5mins):

Nobody is beyond reach in the remote

Rushinga District of Zimbabwe Plus testimony

of Tayla, aged 12, who now attends school, has

energy to learn and dreams about becoming a

doctor:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DA

cFY2IfciI Use the CAFOD envelope in church,

donate online at www.cafod.org.uk/envelope or

call 0303 303 3030.
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