
22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Year A     Psalter 2
Sunday 30th August 2026

Fr James’ first Sunday Masses as Parish Priest

9.00am Mass Chris Pettit (anniv.)

10.30am Mass Mary Jacques RIP

2.45pm Syro-Malabar Mass 

5.00pm Mass People of the Parish

Monday 31st August 

Weekday in Ordinary Time

No Mass

Tues 1st September  Weekday in Ordinary Time

Season of Creation begins

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-leo-xivs-

message-has-been-released-for-the-2026-world-

day-of-prayer-for-the-care-of-creation/

No Mass

Wed 2nd September Weekday in Ordinary Time

10.00am Mass Matthew Skipper RIP

Thursday 3rd September   St Gregory the Great

No Mass

Friday 4th September    St Cuthbert, Bishop

10.00am Mass Mary Jacques RIP

Saturday 5th September   St Teresa of Calcutta

10.00am  Mass Benefactors

10.30am Reconciliation

12.00pm Wedding: Charlotte Marriott-Dodington 

& Martin Meyers

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is usually 

available after Mass on Wednesdays, Fridays &  

Saturdays 10.30am, and by request. 

Parish prayer link:

For those affected by the awful floods in Nepal

Diocesan prayer link:

Our Lady and St Alphege, Bath

St Joseph, Peasedown St John 

HOSPITAL: If you/a loved one is going into the

Royal United Hospital, contact the RUH

Chaplaincy on arrival: 01225 428331 (ask for the

Spiritual Care Centre) ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net

We have 24/7 CCTV cameras in the church, 

across the car park, around the outside of the 

buildings & in the Parish Centre. 

ST MARY’S CHURCH
(Our Lady, Help of Christians)

Julian Road, Bath, BA1 2SQ

www.stmarysbath.org.uk 

Livestream www.churchservices.tv/bath 

facebook.com/stmaryscatholicchurchbath

Parish Priest: Fr James Finan 01225 311725
Deacon: Rev. Richard Hayward (Retired)

Weekly Diocesan newsletter: https://cliftondiocese.com/ (bottom of the home page)
Clifton Diocese Linktree: Events & info https://linktr.ee/cliftonevangelist

Parish Safeguarding Representatives:
Barbara Summerfield, Olwyn Donnelly, Sharon Champneys

psr.bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com
 Parish Administrator: Charlotte Boyall 

Bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com 01225 314114 
St Mary’s St Vincent de Paul group

John Desmond presidentB040313@svp.org.uk
 Gift Aid GA.bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com 

Treasurers Helen Bletso, Janet Freeman & Barbara Summerfield 
treasurer.bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com 
 What3Words Church glory.simply.worker 

Parish Centre tracks.crass.tools

This week we remember:

Maureen Hennessey, John Smythe,

Renée Crompton, Joan Hart, Maria Garrett

and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time.

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful 

departed, rest in peace. Amen

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:
1st Reading People carry personal liability for

their sins; but the community, represented by the

prophet, is also liable if it neglects to warn the

sinner.

2nd Reading If we love our neighbours, that love

will ensure our fulfilment of all our obligations

towards them arising from the Commandments, &

will perfect our fulfilment of them.

Gospel The Christian, united with a sinner in

Christ’s name, is commissioned to do what is

prudent & possible to win back that sinner to

grace.

Coming to Mass at St Mary’s:

*New or visiting? Our Mass Stewards are happy

to chat after Mass & offer a parish info pack

*If you are unsure of the fire exits in the Church

please ask a Mass Steward for clarification.

*When receiving Jesus in Holy Communion,

please consume the host whilst facing the altar.

*No longer able to come to church & would like

to receive Holy Communion at home? Ring

Fr Jeremy 01225 311725/email the parish office.

*Our SVP can facilitate lifts for those with

difficulty in getting to Church eg the elderly.

07553022059 presidentB040313@svp.org.uk

CONGRA

PARISH OFFICE Inside the Parish Centre

Parish Administrator: Charlotte Boyall 01225

314114 Post: 4 Harley Street, Bath, BA1 2SF

Bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com

Opening hours this week: Mon-Tues email only.

Open Wed - Thurs 9.00am-12.30pm. Closed

Friday.

Bulletin: Send info Sat-Wed for Sunday’s

bulletin. Email/call Charlotte to receive it by email

&/or join the parishioner email list.

Parish Centre: Available for hire from £8.00ph

Email/call Charlotte for availability, costs etc.

Parish census It’s time for everyone to complete a

census form. Please complete and return them to

the Parish Office or the box at the back of church.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Tues 1st Sept 8.00pm An invitation to the online Creationtide Launch

The ‘Jubilee Garden Project’ uses physical space to heal, transform and renew.

Join us for the launch of the project in partnership between ‘The God Who

Speaks’ and the ‘Ecological Conversion Group’. Register at

www.jubileegarden.org/events The project has 3 patrons to help us engage in

the rebuilding of our relationship with God, with neighbours and with the earth;

Mary, Martha and Lazarus (John 11-12). They were among Jesus’ closest friends

and will represent the three theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity More

information at the launch.

Sun 6th Sept Annual Glastonbury Diocesan Pilgrimage “Mary – Mother of the

Faithful.” A coach will take pilgrims from Bath to Glastonbury, leaving North

Parade, Bath 12:15pm and depart Glastonbury at 6.00pm. 36 seats available,

return tickets £12. Payment required ahead of the pilgrimage. To reserve a seat,

contact St John's parish office 01225 464471 or email Theresa

theresa.tunbridge@cliftondiocese.com

Sun 13th Sept Bath Inter Faith Pilgrimage Begin at Fairfield House 11.00am

and reach the Mosque by 4.30pm. Total distance 7.7 miles, but can be reduced by

taking the bus down from Lansdown. Book via Eventbrite:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bath-inter-faith-group-fairfield-house-to-

bath-mosque-pilgrimage-tickets-1997138385673

Sunday 13th September 5.45pm in the Parish Centre
The parish St Vincent de Paul group invite you to come and enjoy a 

relaxing evening of cheese and wine plus meet Fr James.
All church groups are welcome to showcase their work in the parish.

The SVP look forward to welcoming you..

Starts Tues 15th Sept Bath Area Confirmation Course will begin at 7.00pm at

St Mary’s Church. The course is open to young people in Y8-13. Email the Parish

Office for an application form or pick one up at the back of the church. Bishop

Bosco will come to the Bath area Confirmation Mass Fri 13th Nov, 7.00pm.

https://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Confirmation-

form-application-2026-1.pdf

17th-19th Sept Heritage Weekend in Bath

*The Eyre Chapel in Perrymead Cemetery, BA2 5AZ, will be open 11.00am-

4.00pm. An opportunity to view the unique interior of this mid-nineteenth century

Chapel with its Gothic Catholic Revival architecture with its classical stonework

and beautiful stained-glass windows. Thurs 17th only

*Free 1 hour guided tours of St Alphege’s, 2pm, with refreshments.

https://saintalphege.org.uk/2025/08/13/latest-news-2/

Sat 19th Sept Wedding: Bernadette Ssentoogo & Moshood Adesanya, 2.00pm

Fri 25th Sept Wedding: Cianan Whelan and Caroline Watson, 1.00pm

Sat 26th Sept “A sparkling afternoon tea to welcome Fr James Finan”

Fri 2nd Oct Talk 'In the Footsteps of Francis', led by Eddie Gilmore, 7.00pm

St Francis, Nailsea (refreshments 6.30pm). Focus: what the saint from Assisi can

teach us today about how to live in harmony with the earth and with each other.

800 years since the death of St Francis of Assisi, Pope Leo has declared it a

special year of commemoration. https://footstepsoffrancis.eventbrite.co.uk

Sat 3rd Oct Diocese of Clifton walking pilgrimage: Bristol leg starts Clifton

Cathedral 10.30am (9 miles); Clevedon leg starts at the Franciscan church of the

Immaculate Conception in Clevedon 1.00pm (6.4 miles). The two legs will meet

at 4.30pm at the Church of St Francis of Assisi, Nailsea for refreshments and

prayer. https://www.pilgrimways.org.uk/a-franciscan-pilgrimage-in-the-

diocese-of-clifton

Sat 17th Oct 'From seed to plant’ the Theological Life Journey with

Sr Hyacinthe Defos du Rau OP, St John’s, Bath. A day for all catechists and those

interested in becoming catechists. Bishop Bosco will celebrate Mass.

Refreshments from 9.30am, 10.00am-4pm. Please bring a packed lunch.

Register here www.fromseedtoplant.eventbrite.co.uk

18th-23rd Oct Let’s Journey Together A free online week of guided prayer for

those affected by the scandal of Clergy Abuse in the church. Whether you have

been affected directly or indirectly, this week offers a safe space to prayerfully

reflect on and explore your relationship with God. If you are interested but want

to talk to someone first, contact Sarah syoung@jesuit.org.uk

REGULAR EVENTS

Sundays Children’s Liturgy 10.30am Mass in the

Sacristy, for children up to First Holy Communion

stage. (Summer break until 6th Sept).

Coffee after 10.30am Mass Come to the Parish

Centre, meet new parishioners

(Starts again on 30th Aug to welcome Fr James).

3rd Sundays of the month Mass for LGBT+

St Nicholas of Tolentino Church, Bristol, BS5.

16th Aug inclusionforall@cliftondiocese.com

Fortnightly Mondays Lectio Divina Group

We use Divine Reading to lead our reading &

sharing of Sunday’s Gospel 7.30pm via Zoom.

Next: 17th Aug Info: Graham 07889 495419

1st & 3rd Tuesdays Ecumenical Christian

Meditation Group 7.00–8.15pm Parish Centre.

Info: Deirdre 01225 872110 Next: 15th September

1st Wednesdays Parish Gardening Group

Next: 2nd September 2.00pm at church. New

people always welcome: we have a lot of grounds

and there is always more to do than a small group

can manage. Enthusiasm more important than

green fingers. Info: Ian Ellis 07828 720517

1st Wednesdays The Parish SVP provides tea &

chat for everyone after 10.00am Mass in the Parish

Centre until noon. Next: 2nd September

Wednesdays Parish Archive project Next: tbc

10.00am-12.00pm Could you help sort the items in

our archives into date order? Those with good

memories are very welcome to keep putting names

to faces. Look out for dates for meeting in the

Parish Centre.

St Mary’s Open Church mornings

Last Thursdays of the month 10.00am–noon

Next: 27th Aug. We invite YOU to join us St

Mary’s Church for: *Private Prayer *Men’s &

Ladies Groups *A Knit & Natter Group or the

craft you enjoy. Those who wish can support

people in need of knitting/ crochet/ sewing items

eg Ukraine, RUH, Hearts for Hunts, Poppy

Marathon. If possible RSVP to Pat & Joy

patjoy.kelly@gmail.com

POPPY MARATHON: YOUR HELP HAS

BEEN AMAZING Please hand in all poppies by

the end of September. Then we can prepare to

decorate our church on Saturday 31st October for

the month of NOVEMBER. Currently, we have

an amazing 2481 poppies. If you can help set up

on Sat 31st Oct please let Pat and Joy know.

Have you enjoyed being involved? We have new

charitable projects starting. Interested?

Info: Pat & Joy patjoy.kelly@gmail.com

If Fr James Finan is not available, and a priest 

is required urgently, please call:

St Alphege’s 07789185181 Fr Robert Corrigan 

St John’s 01225 464471 Fr Chris Whitehead

Urgent: Stop assisted suicide - postcards

available The vote on assisted suicide is on

11th September. Not Dead Yet UK have provided

postcards you can send to your MP to ask them to

vote NO to assisted suicide in the vote in the

House of Commons on 11th Sept. Please take

action now - collect a red and white postcard

from the back of the church, fill out your details,

add a stamp and post it to your MP today!

CBCEW Watch Bishop Tim Menezes talk briefly

about the Bill in terms of young, disabled people

and those who feel, or are made to feel, that

valuable resources should be given to others.

https://www.facebook.com/reel/2121622171721
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The Monastery of Our Lady and St Bernard,

Brownshill, home of a community of six

Bernardine Cistercian Nuns. They follow the

Rule of St Benedict and are part of the Cistercian

family. Situated in a designated AONB, the

Cotswold valleys and hills enhance the peace of

the monastery, conducive to a life of prayer.

11-13 Sept The JOY of FAITH Come, refresh

and deepen your knowledge and understanding

of the Catholic faith. Explore: Prayer in the

Catholic tradition within the shape of the

Liturgical Year; the place of Our Lady in the life

of the Church; and the Sacrament of the

Eucharist.https://www.bernardine.org/brownsh

ill-programme/2026/9/11/faith-live-in

24-27 Sept Loving God, Living Simply, Living

Deeply Reflect, learn from St. Francis of Assisi’s

lifestyle. It brought him the graces of freedom of

heart, inner peace and confidence in God’s love.

https://www.bernardine.org/brownshill-

programme/2026/9/24/loving-god-living-

simply-living-deeply

6 -8 Nov Vocation Weekend Taste the goodness

of the Lord who loves you. An opportunity to

experience monastic life

https://www.bernardine.org/brownshill-

programme/2026/4/17/vocation-weekend-

taste-the-goodness-of-the-lord-who-loves-you-

athh2

St Mary’s welcomes Fr James Finan! 

Everyone is invited to 

“A Sparkling Afternoon Tea”

in the Parish Centre, 2.00-4.00pm, 

Saturday 26th September

Come and welcome Fr James!

Please RSVP to the Parish Office.

Au revoir and Thank You Fr Jeremy!

Fr Jeremy’s leaving Mass with Bishop Bosco 

will be at noon on Saturday 7th November, 

at St Mary’s. It will be followed by an afternoon 

tea celebration in the Parish Centre. 

Everyone is invited.  RSVP to the Parish Office.

We need lots of help from parishioners for both

these events. If you would like to offer your help

with list making, car parking, sandwich making,

sausage roll baking, scone making, cake making,

cream and jam donating, Mass Stewarding,

setting up furniture, washing up, serving drinks,

clearing tables etc, please call, email or visit

Charlotte in the Parish Office. Sign up sheets are

at the back of the church.

“We have experienced the joy expressed in the sincere and respectful encounter between brothers and sisters in the faith:

to meet each other is to encounter the Lord who is in our midst!” Instrumentum Laboris

FINANCE New standing order and Gift aid

donation forms are in the church porch.

Complete and send it to the Parish Office or talk

to Barbara Summerfield Gift Aid secretary about

how to donate.

The SVP Summer Raffle is a valuable 

opportunity that helps our Conference raise much 

needed funds to fight loneliness, isolation, and the 

daily struggles faced by the people we support. 

Tickets cost £1 each or £5 per book. 

First prize  £5,000! We will aim to be available 

after Mass as often as possible.

Starts 23rd Sept THE WORD OF THE LORD

John Huntriss will lead a series of talks for all

interested in understanding the Scriptures a little

more. Gently, he will take us through the genres

and themes of the various books we listen to at

Mass and help us understand God’s Word

proclaimed to us. St John’s Church 7.00pm

(refreshments from 6.30pm). All you need do is a

bring a Bible with you.

Fr Jeremy writes: A big Thank You to all of you

who have helped me to move out of 4 Harley

Street and into my new retirement

accommodation. It is very comfortable. I must

now get down to serious de-cluttering – a task I

should have begun years ago!

Thank you also for your very kind wishes and

cards to mark my retirement. Please keep in your

prayers especially when I undergo knee-surgery

next week.
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