Gratias Agit

The award of the Gratias Agit, which is translated into ‘Thanks’ and given by the Czech
Republic, felt as though a curtain had been pulled back to reveal my second life. Indeed, |
have enjoyed two lives. One as a Chartered Surveyor and the other a military historian. But it
is the second, that to my great surprise, gave rise to receiving such an accolade.

It is most generous of the Czech Republic to honour my life long work that has promoted the
bravery of the Czechoslovak forces, first during World War Il when they came to Britain to fight
alongside the allies. Secondly, to remember those who chose leaving their homeland after
the war as a communist regime took over and ruled under the watchful eye of the Russians.

Born in Prague in 1946 and with a mother and father deeply affected by those events, | felt it
my duty to give support to the veterans when they were still alive and then ensure their
endeavours did not fade when they passed away. The pain and suffering the family endured
is difficult to grasp, my mother remaining in Prague separated from my father for six years.

That separation involved my father joining the Foreign Legion until the Czechs could form their
own regimental units. Then he saw action across France trying to halt the German advance,
but eventually had to be evacuated to England. His most daring exploit in Britain was to
undertake the Special Operations Executive Course in Scotland that took place around the
Arisaig area. His good friends and SOE agents Gabcik and Kubi$ had assassinated Reinhard
Heydrich, the Reichsprotektor of Bohemia and Moravia, principal architect of the holocaust.
My father prepared to take on other operations. Unfortunately, his parachute training at
Ringway, Manchester, ended badly with the parachute collapsing high above the ground. This
near fatal fall led to one year in hospital and convalescence.

When hostilities ceased in 1945 the future for Czechoslovakia looked bright. But after the
communists came into power in 1948 those who fought in the West were regarded as
enemies of the state, subject to imprisonment and even death. So it was, we left Prague to
begin a new life in England.

It is this background that led me to ensure the memory of the veterans stays alive. | have been
privileged to carry the legion standard in France and memorial sites across Britain. The most
precious gift the veterans could have given to me was on the occasion of President Havel
visiting the Brookwood War Memorial in Surrey. | became an honorary legionnaire and
marched with the colour party in his honour.

Sometimes my surveying and historian sides have merged. | have written the design and build
history of the Czechoslovak memorial at the military Cemetery, Brookwood titled, Plot 28,
Tragedy and Triumph. But with Czechoslovakia In the grip of the communists during its
construction there was an important need to visibly show the freedom fought for had been
extinguished. It was a matter of some satisfaction to be one of those who contributed in
making that statement. A parcel of civilian land adjoining the military plot was acquired where
those who had been exiled could be laid to rest as casualties of the Cold War.

The future for remembrance of the Czech and Slovak endeavours has been assured by the
creation of a successor to the post war legion organisation whose members have sadly now
all gone. The baton has been passed to the children and grandchildren of those heroes with



the creation of the Memorial Association for Free Czechoslovak Veterans. It is deeply
emotional that my last parade on its behalf has been to Arisaig to honour my father and his
brothers in arms. Valerie, my wife was with me and on the wreath it had the message, Thinking
of you always, Valerie and George. That sentiment says it all!

Dr George Scott MA(Dist.) MSc(Dist.) FRICS

Bath 26 August 2025

The Last Parade — Arisaig







The Gratias Agit award presented by the
Minister of Foreign Affairs H.E. Jan Lipavsky
at the Czech Embassy, London



‘Thanks’ from the Czech Republic



