
SUNDAY 12 (B) (2021) 
 

A) INTRO: BISHOP’S SECRETARY 
- one of my jobs was to drive the car for him when he was visiting 
a parish somewhere in the Diocese. 
- while we were on the journey, he would fall asleep.  
- I think that the Bishop was making a great act of trust in me.  
- Which was alright, as long as I knew the way (this was in the 
days before SatNavs! 
- On one occasion we were on our way to a priest's funeral in 
Devizes 
- The Bishop was asleep and I missed the Motorway turn-off.  
- By the time he had woken up, and we had retraced our steps, the 
funeral was already under way, and we arrived in time just for the 
grave-side prayers.  
- When Jesus went to sleep in the boat, he was making an act of 
trust in the seamanship of his disciples.  
- He was also making an act of trust in his Father's care for him. 
- And that is the theme of today's readings - faith and trust in 
Jesus and in his Father. 
 

B) FIRST READING & RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
- the Book of Job speaks of God's mastery over the waters of the 
deep.  
- According to ancient myths of the Near East, the world was 
created out of a watery chaos, an evil force which would try to 
withstand God.  
- But the Reading tells us that the violent power of the sea is so 
overwhelmed by God that he treats it like a new-born baby, wraps 
it in swaddling bands and puts it securely in a play-pen. 
- The RESPONSORIAL PSALM reflects on how God alone has control 
over the sea.  
- Even the most experienced sailors depend on God and call upon 
him in their distress.  
- When he calms the storm and rescues them, he is showing his 
love, care and concern for them.  
 

C) GOSPEL 
- All these thoughts would arise in the disciples in today's 
GOSPEL incident.  
- They were taking Our Lord in the boat from the western to the 
eastern side of the lake, towards pagan territory.  
- they found themselves in the midst of one of those sudden and 
violent squalls which apparently spring up on the lake, even when 
the sky is perfectly clear. 
- When Jesus calms the storm he is doing something that only God 
can do.  
- He uses the same word he used when he was casting out a demon: 
"Be silent! Be muzzled!"  
- The disciples ask, "Who is this man who can do divine things? 
Even the wind and the sea obey him!"  



- They are being led on to make an act of faith, but they are not 
yet able to do so. 
- Jesus challenges them for their lack of faith and trust in him. 
"Why are you so frightened? How is it that you have no faith?" 
 

D) EARLY CHURCH 
- This is the challenge that Mark the evangelist extends to his 
readers and listeners in the early Church.  
- They too are subject to the sudden and violent storms of 
persecution.  
- Jesus, risen from the dead and ascended into heaven, is present 
through his Spirit, but he seems to be asleep.  
- The persecuted Christians are frightened, they lack faith and 
trust 
- and Mark tells them this Gospel story to encourage them and 
stimulate their faith in Christ's power to still any storm. 
- And that is the lesson for us too. 
 

E) CHALLENGE FOR US TOO 
- not long ago there was a survey of what people feared most 
- they said that people’s three greatest fears were fear of 
change, fear of death and fear of speaking in public 
- the first two are certainly understandable: 
- to change means to be challenged, to let go of what is familiar 
and secure, to take risks, to face the unknown: and sometimes that 
can be very scary 
- but if we never change, we never grow, we become stale and dull 
and lifeless 
- death is the great unknown, whether we are thinking about our 
own death or the death of someone we love very much 
- this too can be a great challenge even for people who do have a 
strong faith 
- as for speaking in public, some people never overcome that fear 
while for others it comes very easily 
- whatever our limitations there will always be something we are 
good at and that others may admire or envy in us 
- but as for those greater fears, perhaps we can see them as the 
opportunities God gives us to entrust ourselves to him more and 
more 
- this is what Jesus was inviting his disciples to do 
- to know that God is never far away; his power is greater than 
the greatest of evils; he loves and cares for us always; and he 
can draw good out of the worst of our experiences.  
 
"Then they cried to the Lord in their need 
and he rescued them from their distress. 
He stilled the storm to a whisper: 
all the waves of the sea were hushed." 
 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in Thee. 

 


