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SUNDAY 11 (B)(revised 2021) 

- "The Lord casts the mighty from their thrones and raises the lowly."  

- That line from Our Lady's Magnificat sums up the theme of today's 

readings.  

- God cannot do anything with those who are proud. He can do great 

things with those who are humble.  

- The people of Israel had become too proud of the fact that they were 

God's chosen, and so God punished them and cut them down to size, by 

sending them into exile and into captivity.  

- He reduced them to a "remnant", people who were poor, humble and 

outcast.  

- It was to this remnant that the prophets were sent, to keep alive 

their hope in God's promises. 

Today's First Reading is an example of this kind of prophecy. - 

Ezechiel speaks of a shoot which God will cut from the top of a tall 

cedar tree, and plant on the high mountain of Israel.  

- It will sprout branches and bear fruit, and every kind of bird will 

live beneath it 

This is God's way of establishing his kingdom and saving his 

people.  

- He leaves the great and powerful to one side, and makes use of 

creatures, events, objects which are small and insignificant.  

- Jesus speaks of such things in the Gospel today, when he refers to the 

seed thrown on the land, or the grain of mustard seed.  

- His kingdom is established not by force or outward greatness.  

- It is something hidden, sown like seed in hearts that are humble; but 

which has an enormous capacity to grow and expand.  

- It cannot be seen, any more than the farmer can see the seed growing 

in the field; but it grows all the same.  

- And it grows from the most humble and unlikely of beginnings, into a 

community of believers embracing all times and places.  

These parables are a reminder of the need for humility, because God 

can only work with people who are humble.  

- But they are also parables full of encouragement, because they assure 

us that God's power is at work, and that it is effective.  

- We may deny his existence, we may ignore him or forget about him, but 

he is still there, present and active in our lives.  
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- And he goes on sowing the seed of his kingdom.  

- In our work as Christians we share in the sowing of that seed in so 

many different ways: in sharing our faith with others, in teaching our 

children, in trying to be faithful to the gospel in our work and in the 

way we live out our lives. 

Very often we do not see the fruit of our labours; we may even 

think we have failed, and that our efforts have been useless.  

- how good it is when pupils return years later to visit and thank their 

teachers. 

- But those parables can give us encouragement.  

- We sow the seeds, but we must leave the growth in the hands of God; he 

will bring them to fruition in his own time and in his own way.  

- We cannot hurry the process, any more than the farmer can hasten the 

growth of his wheat-fields.  

- This was something St. Paul, the great Apostle and missionary knew so 

well: I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. - Like Paul 

we have to be patient; patient not only in the spread of God's Kingdom 

in others, but patient with ourselves too, patient with our own journey 

towards holiness. 

Within our own hearts the Kingdom of God and holiness of life 

develop in a hidden way.  

- We cannot measure our own progress.  

- We would be in great danger if we could, running the risk of getting 

too proud.  

- And we should not feel discouraged if, after repeated efforts, we 

still feel weak and ineffective, as though we are making no progress at 

all.  

- It may be that in our very weaknesses and helplessness, God's power 

and love can achieve most.  

- We are asked to be patient with ourselves, just as God is patient with 

us;  

- persevering in our efforts, certainly; never giving up;  

- but also putting our trust not in ourselves, but in the one who alone 

can bring the seeds we sow to a plentiful harvest. 
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