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All four Gospels tell the story of the sufferings and death of 
Jesus. 
We have just been listening to a shorter version of the story, 
from Mark’s Gospel; 
but if you have the opportunity, do try to read the fuller 
account. 
There are perhaps three aspects of it to highlight. 
 
First,  
Mark is concerned to show Jesus as a real human being, whose 
sufferings are all too real; 
not just his physical sufferings, but his mental anguish too: 
including the knowledge of being abandoned by everyone, even 
his closest followers. 
 
Secondly 
we can notice what happens at the trial of Jesus: 
before the High Priest, Jesus acknowledges that he is the 
Messiah, and the Son of the Blessed One. 
He also claims the title of Son of Man. 
In the Book of Daniel, the Son of Man is a glorious figure who 
triumphs over persecution to receive from God all power on 
earth. 
Now Jesus claims to share God’s throne as that Son of Man 
So in several ways Jesus is claiming to be divine. 
It is for this that he is rejected as a blasphemer, condemned 
to death by the Jewish authorities, and handed over to the 
Romans for execution. 
 
Thirdly 
When Jesus cries out on the Cross, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” he is not in despair, although it does sound 
like a cry of anguish. 
In fact, he is beginning to recite a psalm. 
This psalm begins with persecution but ends in the triumph of 
God and the justification of the one who has suffered. 
So by his Passion, Jesus brings about the victory of God the 
Father who in turn raises him up and shares that triumph with 
him. 
It is here for the first time in the Gospel that a human being 
recognises Jesus as Son of God. 
That human being is not a Jew but a gentile, the Roman 
Centurion, 
and so begins the spread of the Gospel to all the nations of 
the world. 
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