
ST MARY’S
(Our Lady, Help of Christians)
Julian Road, Bath, BA1 2SF

www.stmarysbath.org.uk
Parish office: bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com

www.churchservices.tv/bath
 facebook.com/stmaryscatholicchurchbath

Benvenuto    -    Bienvenu    -    Bienvenido    -    Benvindo    -    Fáilte    -    Willkommen    -    Witamy    -    Welcome

Parish Priest: Mgr Jeremy Rigden
01225 311725

Deacon: Rev. Richard Hayward (Rtd)

Safeguarding: Clifton Diocese
safeguarding Co-ordinator Becky Cawsey
0117 954 0993

Royal United Hospital
ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net
RUH Chaplaincy direct line 01225 428331

Sunday 28th February
9.00am Mass Renée Crompton RIP
10.30am Mass Mark Cowan RIP
4.00pm Lenten Holy Hour
Monday 1st March
St David, Bishop, Patron Saint of Wales
No Mass
Tuesday 2nd March
Weekday of Lent
No Mass
Wednesday 3rd March
Weekday of Lent
10.00am Mass Brian Foote RIP
LIVE-STREAMED ONLY
Thursday 4th March
Weekday of Lent
No Mass
Friday 5th March
Weekday of Lent
10.00am Mass Eric Gaten RIP
LIVE-STREAMED ONLY
Saturday 6th March
Weekday of Lent
No Mass

The 10.00am Masses on Wednesdays &
Fridays are not open to the public. They are

live-streamed on the parish website &
www.churchservices.tv/bath.

The church will remain open for 9.00am &
10.30am Mass on Sundays, both of which are
live-streamed. There will be no 5.00pm Mass.
We need at least two stewards at every Mass
or we are not allowed to open the church.
Could you help?  If you are aged 18-60, live in
BANES and are not in a clinically vulnerable
group, please email the parish office.

“With God on our side who can be against us?” Romans 8:31

Parish Administrator: Charlotte Boyall
Office: Parish Centre - email only

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
Year B  Psalter 2

http://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/deanery-event-calendar/

Parish Prayers:
For the people of Myanmar
For all those with chronic or life threatening
illnesses, including Michaela L.
Diocesan Church Prayer Link:
St Mary-on-the-Quay, Bristol with St James’
Priory

This week we remember:
John Barrance, Philippa Hardwood,
Isabella King, Francis Kendall
Christopher Needham and all whose
 anniversaries occur at this time.
May their souls, and the souls of all the
faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen.

RUH CONTACT DETAILS:
If you or a loved one is going into the Royal
United Hospital, please contact
ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net or call the RUH
Chaplaincy 01225 428331 on    arrival.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
1st Reading: The Ten Commandments
remind us that true religion brings with it
duties towards God and our neighbour.

2nd Reading: God’s ways are not our ways
and so contrary to all expectation he
redeemed us by the cross of Christ, not by
the spectacular power of  miracles or brilliant
reasoning of philosophy.
Gospel:  The meeting place of God and
humankind is no longer a temple of stone,
but the person of Christ.

PARISH OFFICE: Email only Mon-Fri
Postal items: 4 Harley Street, Bath, BA1
2SF, Bulletin items must arrive by noon on
Weds: bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com
Email Charlotte to receive the Sunday
bulletin by email on Fridays or the
Mon-Thurs emails of updates & ideas of
how to cope in a pandemic. These are
archived on the parish website “News,
Events &   Pandemic   Resources”.
Charlotte  remains working from home, so
do not visit or ring her at the Parish Centre.
If you have her home phone number, please
do not pass it on nor use it for church issues.
Email bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com to
contact her or ring Fr Jeremy 01225 311725.

FINANCE: The pandemic has severely
disrupted our means of receiving money.
Whilst we have a foundation of regular
givers, we have lost almost 30% of our
monthly income (mostly collection plate
donations). This is income essential to
sustain the parish & its outreach
responsibilities. We know many are  facing
greater financial hardship. However, if you
are able to make a regular or occasional
contribution, we would be grateful. Thanks
to all who support St Mary's financially with
a regular donation via their bank account or
envelope giving. Please visit St Mary's
website & give via the DONATE button.
Any size of donation is welcome, no matter
how small. Only the donations secretary sees
confidential info. If you are a taxpayer,
consider using Gift Aid to boost your
donation’s value by 25% at no cost to you:
https://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/parish-life

Coming to Mass during a pandemic:
The whole country is still in strict Lockdown
so we have to act with extreme caution, caring
for each other, for the most vulnerable & for
all key workers. Churches are open for public
worship, but there are strict non-socialising
rules we have to ensure are observed.
Booking: Everyone needs to book a seat
before they come to Mass.
Bookings can be made via Eventbrite,
https://bookmassinlent.eventbrite.co.uk  or the
booking phone 07415000566 (for those who
do not use the internet). If booking by phone,
all bookings for the following week need to be
made by noon on Saturdays.

SANCTUARY LAMPS:
The restored Sanctuary Lamps are back in place,
& the brass lamp at the Lady Chapel has also
been rehung. As you know we have had no votive
candles in the church since the beginning of the
pandemic, but these 7 day candles are available
to purchase for your intentions. Envelopes are
available at the entrance to of the church in which
you can specify the lamp you wish, & the
intention. Alternatively, call Fr Jeremy.
Minimum offering per candle £5.00 to cover its
cost. Please place the envelope with the  offering
in the  collection box near the exit in the Lady
Chapel, or hand it into the sacristy. The intention
will be published in the bulletin unless you wish
it to remain private. Unfortunately, with only
three candles  available each week, it is not be
possible to ask for specific dates, & intentions
will be allocated on a first come basis for each
lamp. If there are no intentions for a particular
week then a sanctuary lamp is still required to be
lit, but it will be the only one.
Week beginning Sunday 28th February
S1
S2
LC

Live streaming from St Mary’s:
*Sunday Mass 9.00am, 10.30am
* Lent Holy Hours Sundays 4.00pm
*Wednesdays & Fridays Mass 10.00am
We hope that you have been able to access the
Masses streamed via our website or through
www.ChurchServices.tv/bath This resource
will be relevant for a long time to come and
well after the current pandemic. It will
continue to be useful for parishioners who
cannot attend Mass but also for streaming
Church services such as funerals, baptisms,
weddings, plus Christmas & Lent services.
There is an ongoing cost of nearly £2,500
each year for support from ChurchServices,
and other  costs such as broadcasting licence
fees. Happily, parishioners have  been most
generous in funding the installation costs of
£4950.  We have received, in 2021, over half
the ongoing costs for this year. Please contact
Michael Gage if you want to Gift Aid your
donation via msg.gage@gmail.com You can
also donate via the donate button on the parish
website or send a cheque made payable to “St
Mary’s Catholic Church Bath” to  4 Harley
Street, Bath, BA1 2SF.

COVID restrictions: If you have had your
first vaccination, that is wonderful! Please
remember many other people in the
congregation will not have been vaccinated.
Please keep to the rules about 1m+ distancing
and do not sit beside those  outside your bubble.
We are asked by the  government not to travel
between tier 3 areas except for weddings &
funerals. We are also urged to encourage
anyone who is clinically vulnerable to protect
themselves by staying at home, and
experiencing the Mass through  live-stream
and spiritual communion.

Mondays - Lectio Divina group:
 Come & join us! We are a  small, friendly
Group who meet by Skype at 3.00pm on
Monday afternoons to read & share the  Gospel
for the next Sunday. We use a method known
as  Lectio Divina (Divine Reading) as a way to
follow our reading & sharing; there is no
pressure to share & no deep learning or
discussion - just sharing reflections, and
developing insight. It is just 'good' to do! If you
would like to chat & find out more before
joining us, or to try it out from your own home,
phone either Patrick 07966 366731 or Graham
07889 495419.

The Sacrament of  Reconciliation/
Confession is available by request.

CJM MUSIC: You can listen to the Sunday
psalm here if you miss hearing them sung:
https://www.cjmmusic.com/psalms/2nd-sun-
day-of-lent-year-b/

BathCAN -PRAY FOR BATH has started !
This year, it’s on a new website, with new
prayers and videos every day of Lent.  Sign up
now, on www.prayforbath.org.uk This is about
praying for our city and the surrounding area,
and for our neighbours and our communities, as
we face so many needs and as we all support
each other and seek the way forwards together.
Please be part of this, sign up to receive daily
emails, and pray every day with many hundreds
of others across our city.

First Holy Communion 2021:
If you have a child in Year 3 who is ready to
prepare for this sacrament, please register
your interest by emailing the parish office.
We cannot start the course for 2021, nor
finish the 2020 course as we hoped, due to the
latest lockdown. When we know how &
when the course will run, information will
appear in the bulletin and St Mary’s School
Parentmail.

Masses for COVID victims: Bishops from all over
Europe, through their Bishops’ Conferences, will join
together during Lent to celebrate a series of Masses
& pray for the victims of Covid-19. The continent has
suffered over 770,000 deaths from the virus. The
initiative,  aims to offer a sign of communion & hope
for the entire continent. Each nation, or nations in our
case, will come together to celebrate Holy Mass on
a designated day to be part of this continental prayer
network – a Eucharistic chain. Cardinal Vincent
Nichols, Vice President of the Council of Europe-
an Bishops’ Conferences, will celebrate a special
live-streamed Mass on Tues 2nd March 5:30pm in
Westminster Cathedral. Bishops across England &
Wales will also celebrate Masses in their own
dioceses. Read more here:
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/europes-bishops-to-pray-
for-victims-of-the-covid-19-pandemic/

Lent Holy Hours: Every Sunday during Lent at
4.00pm. They will be both live-streamed and
open to the public. You do not need to book. The
Holy Hours will be recorded, so will be available
at any time.

CAFOD LENT FAST DAY
Lent Fast Day is on Friday 26th February.
CAFOD's focus for this appeal is on Sudan
and on providing clean water.  Water is a
human right. however, in many parts of the
world, the poor pay a   disportionate price for
access to clean water. Collecting water is a
time consuming and tiring process. This
year, CAFOD share the story of Abdella in
Sudan.
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-
Day There is a Powerpoint presentation on
the parish website “News and Events” page,
shared by Irene Prentice (CAFOD contact at
St John’s). It contains a wealth of
information about the work of CAFOD and
how our donations can help those in need. To
donate, please use the CAFOD website
https://cafod.org.uk/donations/picker or
send a donation to CAFOD, Romero House
55 Westminster Bridge Road, SE1 7JB
CAFOD WATER WALK:
If you would like to support those raising
money for CAFOD via the Water Walk,
follow the links to  sponsor Irene Prentice
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ire
ne-prentice11 or former St Mary’s
parishioners the McNiff family
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/mcnfa
mily-walking-team

2020-21 Parish Census: Please fill in a form, even
if you have done so in the past. Find the form by
clicking on “I am new to the parish. Help!” on
https://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/parish-life  Fill it in
online, email it to bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com
or print it off, fill it in & send it back to: Parish
Administrator, 4 Harley Street, Bath BA1 2SF.

LENT: What is a Holy Hour?
It is the devotional practice of spending an hour
in Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.
In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asked
Peter, “Could you not keep watch with me for
one hour?” (Mt 26:40) The Blessed Sacrament
(the host consecrated by the priest during
Mass) is exposed or displayed in a monstrance,
which usually takes the form of a “sunburst” on
a stand. It enables the Blessed Sacrament to be
used as a focus of prayer, to make the sign of
the Cross over the people at the end of the
Hour, or to be carried in procession. The Holy
Hour can include scripture readings, hymns &
prayers, as well as extended periods of silence;
but usually ends with the blessing (or
Benediction) with the Blessed Sacrament.

Care for Creation: Second week of Lent
Many many people are warning of the fragility of
the planet under human pressure and the need
for change. We might consider this story in that
context.
The parable of the Mustard Seed; Mark 4.30
The mustard seed produces a huge bush that
shelters the birds. Life also emerges from tiny
beginnings and the whole web of life supports all
life, from insects and microbes to animals fish
birds and people. What if the tree is shaken, so
that branches are broken off, leaves ripped from
the branches? This is not in the parable but is
what is happening to our world. It no longer
provides reliable seasons in many places, and
indeed many people are suffering from repeated
'natural disasters' now, attributable to human
activity by scientists. How sad this is.
Sarah Adams, Director for the Department for
Adult Education and Evangelisation

Ask your MP to support a NEW amendment to
help stop forced abortion in Xinjiang, China:
There is extensive evidence that many women in
the Uyghur Muslim community in Xinjiang, China
are being subjected to forced abortions.Lord Alton
is currently championing a new amendment to the
Trade Bill, to put international pressure on the
Chinese Communist Party to stop the practice of
forced abortions and wider human rights abuses
that evidence shows is being perpetuated against
the Uyghur community. The amendment passed in
the Lords on 23 Feb by 367 votes to 214, and is
likely to be voted on in the Commons shortly. If you
would like to email your MP asking them to support
the amendment, you can do this using a tool  set
up on the Genocide Response campaign website
https://genocideresponse.org/
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