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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT (B) (revised 2015) 
 
A) INTRODUCTION: A COSMIC STAGE 
- the Temptations of Jesus in the desert were a highly 
significant event in his life 
- and yet Mark’s description of it is so brief and abrupt, 
just a couple of sentences 
- what is Mark telling us there? 
- first of all, the temptations take place immediately after 
the baptism of Jesus 
- John the Baptist had prophesied that a stronger one than he 
would come and baptise with the Holy Spirit 
- the heavens had opened, the Father had spoken, and the 
Spirit had descended on Jesus 
- it is as though we are witnesses to a cosmic event 
- now that same Spirit, an overwhelming force, drives Jesus 
into the wilderness 
- there Jesus is to be confronted with Satan 
- this is to be much more than a local debate between two 
human combatants 
- it is to be a cosmic struggle between good and evil, between 
the Son of God and Satan 
 
B) TEMPTATIONS 
- Mark tells the story of Jesus being tempted by Satan in one 
verse 
- he does not tell us that Jesus fasted or was hungry 
- he does not tell us how many temptations there were, or what 
they consisted of, or what the outcome was, simply that they 
happened 
- but he does concentrate on the setting, the wilderness, the 
place where the people of Israel were themselves put to the 
test and where they so often failed 
- and Jesus too is put to the test in his meeting with Satan 
 
C) SATAN 
- who or what is Satan? 
- the word “satan” in Hebrew simply means an adversary, and in 
the Old Testament it was first used to refer to human 
opponents 
- when Jesus tells Peter, “Get behind me, Satan,” he is using 
it in this sense, as someone who is just getting in the way 
- later on in the Old Testament it came to mean someone who 
accuses people before God, a kind of counsel for the 
prosecution 
- and then finally it came to mean God’s Adversary, a demonic 
spirit opposed to God 
- a ruler of the kingdom of evil, whose whole purpose is to 
attract people to do evil 
- and whose subjects and servants are demons 
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- Mark is telling us that the ruler of the kingdom of evil is 
testing the one who will preach the Kingdom of God 
- but this trial of strength is unresolved and the stage is 
set for conflict 
- throughout his public ministry, Jesus will have to endure 
the opposition of Satan, and the story will reach its climax 
in his passion and death 
 
D) THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
- now with the same characteristic brevity, Mark describes the 
beginning of the public ministry of Jesus 
- he calls the people to repentance, because the Kingdom of 
God is close at hand 
- the Kingdom of God can mean something that lies in the 
future, when all of God’s plans eventually come to their 
fulfilment 
- but it can also mean something that is already happening 
now: God’s rule, or God’s reign, already taking root in the 
hearts of men and women 
- and God’s rule, or God’s reign takes root above all in the 
heart of Jesus of Nazareth 
- he reveals God’s reign in his words and his deeds 
- in fact in all that will unfold throughout his public 
ministry 
- so Jesus calls the people to repentance 
- and he calls us to repentance, so that the reign of God may 
take root in our hearts too 
 
E) REPENTANCE 
- at the beginning of Lent, the Church takes us into the 
wilderness, with Christ 
- she invites us to face the power that is within us and 
around us, which is opposed to the Gospel 
- she invites us, through our Lenten practices, to face up to 
the truth about ourselves 
- we may think that is a daunting task 
- but we undertake it, knowing that we are not alone, we are 
in good company 
- every one of us is tempted, every one of us will sometimes 
fail, every one of us is a mistake maker 
- but every one of us is loved unconditionally by God, a 
beloved daughter or son of his 
- the call to repent is the call to remain in the company of 
the one who loves us unutterably 
- and it is a call which we will continue to hear until the 
day we die 
- but each step we take to respond will take us a step closer 
to the Kingdom of God  
 
(cf. Denis McBride The Gospel of Mark pp.34-40) 


