
ST MARY’S
(Our Lady, Help of Christians)
Julian Road, Bath, BA1 2SF

www.stmarysbath.org.uk
Parish office: bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com

www.churchservices.tv/bath
 facebook.com/stmaryscatholicchurchbath
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Parish Priest: Mgr Jeremy Rigden
01225 311725

Deacon: Rev. Richard Hayward (Rtd)

Safeguarding: Clifton Diocese
safeguarding Co-ordinator Becky Cawsey
0117 954 0993

Royal United Hospital
ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net
RUH Chaplaincy direct line 01225 428331

Sunday 6th December
9.00am Mass Alastair Cowan (anniv.)
10.30am Mass Maria Fragapane
3.45pm Advent Holy Hour (live-streamed
and open to all, no need to book)
5.00pm Mass People of the Parish
Monday 7th December
St Ambrose, Bishop
No public service in church
Tuesday 8th December
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
No public service in church
Wednesday 9th December
Weekday in Advent
10.00am Mass Private intention
Reconciliation after Mass
Thursday 10th December
Weekday in Advent
No public service in church
Friday 11th December
Weekday in Advent
10.00am Mass Private intention
Reconciliation after Mass
Saturday 12th December
Our Lady of Guadalupe
No public service in church

“God cares about us so much that He allows us to cast all of our worries on His shoulders.” 1 Peter 5:7.

Parish Administrator: Charlotte Boyall
Office: Parish Centre - email only

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Year B  Psalter 2

Proper of the Season

http://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/deanery-event-calendar/

Parish Prayers:
For all those creating vaccines, for all illnesses
For all those with life threatening illnesses,  in-
cluding Michaela L.
Diocesan Prayer Link:
All Hospitals & Prison chaplaincies in the diocese.

This week we remember:
Alastair Cowan, Daphne Mossman
and all whose anniversaries occur at
this time.
May their souls, and the souls of all the
faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen.

RUH CONTACT DETAILS:
If you or a loved one is going into the  Royal
United Hospital, please contact
ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net or call the RUH
Chaplaincy direct line 01225 428331 on
arrival.

The Sacrament of  Reconciliation/
Confession  is available after every Wednesday

and Friday Mass during Advent.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
1st Reading:  God speaks a word of
consolation to his broken hearted people.
His salvation is at hand. Soon he will come
as the victorious warrior and the gentle
shepherd.

2nd Reading: God’s ways are not our ways,
his time not our time. His   patience with us
is unending, and he keeps his promises for
our good. We wait in hope for his coming
today and always.
Gospel:  We hear in the gospel the story of
John the messenger who announced the
coming of Jesus as one who baptises with
the Holy Spirit.

PARISH OFFICE: EMAIL ONLY
Postal items: 4 Harley Street, Bath, BA1 2SF,
Bulletin items must arrive by noon on Weds:
bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com
Email Charlotte if you would like to receive
the Sunday bulletin by email each Friday or the
Mon-Thurs emails of updates & ideas of how
to cope in a pandemic. These include links to
online pilgrimages, prayers, conferences &
talks.    These are archived on the parish
website “News, Events & Pandemic Resourc-
es” Charlotte  remains working from home, so
do not visit or ring her her at the Parish Centre.
If you have her home phone number, please
keep it to yourself & please do not use it for
church issues. Email her at
bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com or ring
Fr Jeremy 01225 311725.

2nd Sunday in Advent
There is no doubt about the difficult times we
are living in & Christmas may seem very
different for us this year. With the loss of the
usual parties & outings, people are beginning
to think & speak about ‘getting back to the real
meaning of Christmas’. Perhaps, the pandemic
is moving us to think about what really matters.
There are times when we can get carried away
with lights & parties & flashes of this & that
but the real meaning of Christmas is so much
more. It is learning how to love, how to care,
how to be brothers & sisters to each other.
Advent is an invitation to change our lives, to
refocus our direction, something we do not find
easy. John the Baptist implores us to prepare a
way for the Lord, to straighten ourselves out!
How? By being honest with ourselves, truthful
about who we are & honest about how we live
in the world. With many physical restrictions
currently placed upon us, this Advent is a real
opportunity to start anew, to make the changes
needed so that the Lord can walk down those
straight paths & into our hearts, where he longs
to dwell.
Sarah Adams, Director for the Department for
Adult Education & Evangelisation

FINANCE: The pandemic has severely
disrupted our means of receiving money. We
are fortunate to have a  foundation of regular
givers. Even so, we have lost almost 30% of
our monthly income (mostly collection plate
donations). This is income essential to
sustain the parish & its outreach
responsibilities. We know many are  facing
greater financial hardship. However, if you
are able to make a regular or occasional
contribution, we would be grateful. Thanks
to all who support St Mary's financially with
a regular donation via their bank account or
envelope giving. Please visit St Mary's web-
site & give via the DONATE button. Any
size of donation is welcome, no matter how
small. Only the donations    secretary sees
confidential info.  If you are a taxpayer,
consider using Gift Aid to boost your dona-
tion’s value by 25% at no cost to you. :
https://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/parish-life

Re-opening of the churches
Everyone needs to book a seat before they
come to Mass.
Bookings can be made via Eventbrite
https://bookmassinadvent.eventbrite.co.uk
or the booking phone 07415000566 (for
those who do not use the internet).
Live streaming of Masses from St Mary’s:
*Sundays 9.00am
*Wednesdays & Fridays 10.00am
Watch via www.churchservices.tv/bath or
on the home page of the parish website.
Thank you to everyone who has made a
donation so we can afford to make this
available to everyone. We hope that we
might receive more donations to cover the
monthly costs. Please contact Michael Gage
if you want to Gift Aid your donation via
msg.gage@gmail.com You can donate via
the donate button on the parish website or
send a cheque made payable to “St Mary’s
Catholic Church Bath” to 4 Harley Street,
Bath, BA1 2SF.

2020-21 Parish Census: We took a census in 2016,
so it is time to ask for everyone’s details again as
circumstances & phone numbers change. Find the
form by clicking on “I am new to the parish. Help!” on
https://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/parish-life
Fill it in online and send it back to
bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com or print it off, fill it
in & send it back to: Parish Administrator, 4 Harley
Street, Bath BA1 2SF. We would welcome everyone
to fill in a form, even if you have done so in the past.
Of the 370+ people who have come to Mass since
July, we have contact details for only 80.

Lockdown: The Community Wellbeing Hub, formerly
the Compassionate Community Hub, stands ready to
support vulnerable people across Bath and North
East Somerset. Residents can contact the Hub or
organisations can refer someone who is in need of
help by: Calling: 0300 247 0050
Emailing: BATHNES.thehub@virgincare.co.uk
Texting: 07870 868368
Visit Website: www.communitywellbeinghub.co.uk
Twitter - @CWHBANES
The Community Wellbeing Hub is open from Mon-
Fri 9am until 5pm.
https://newsroom.bathnes.gov.uk/news/community-
support-hub-ready-help-vulnerable-during-lockdown

A light in the darkness: Headteacher of St
Mary’s Primary School, Andrew Tarrant,
would like to hold the usual Christingle
service at the end of the Christmas term.
However, COVID-19 restrictions mean
children are not allowed to bring in anything
from home. Therefore, the school needs to
provide oranges, ribbons,  candles, sweets &
dried fruits for all 190+ children to make a
Christingle at school. Finances are tight so we
promised to ask parishioners to fund the
Christingle  service. Could you donate money
to pay for the items required? Please pop a
donation, however large or small, into an
envelope marked “Parish Office: Christingle”,
& send it to 4 Harley Street, Bath, BA1 2SF.
Cheques to be made out to St Mary’s  Cath-
olic Church Bath. Never heard of christingles?
https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/chri
stingles.shtml

MISSIO/Red Box collection: Sadly we have had
to rethink the method of collection this autumn
due to COVID-19. Missio relies on the generosity
of Red Box holders. So, we suggest you:
•Leave the money in your Red Box, which can go
towards next year’s collection
•Make a separate donation to Missio now
•Donate via www.missio.org.uk Unique Parish
Reference CLF004
•Donate over the phone 020 7821 9755.
•Send a cheque payable to MISSIO/Diocese of
Clifton APF. Post it to: St Mary’s Parish Office,
‘MISSIO’, 4 Harley Street, Bath, BA1 2SF. The
cheques will be banked by 22nd December.
•The few boxes that have already be brought to
Church will be counted & banked as usual.
We will review the collection of boxes again in the
spring. Many thanks, Annemarie Costello

St Mary’s Car Park - parishioner permits
Permits for 2021 are now available. Any
parishioner can  buy a permit, allowing 4
hours of parking per week. Email the parish
office for an application form, then either:
*Complete the application form; send it plus
a cheque for £60.00 payable to St Mary’s
Catholic Church Bath & a stamped addressed
envelope to Parish  Office,   4  Harley Street,
Bath, BA1 2SF
•Complete the application form; email it to
the parish office, & transfer £61.00 to the
church bank account (Sort 521003 Account:
66286670 Name: Clifton Diocese re Parish of
St Mary, Bath) The extra £1 covers the cost of
the stamp & envelope to send your permit.

First Holy Communion 2021:
If you have a child in Year 3 who is ready to
prepare for this sacrament, please register you
interest by emailing the parish office.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
Advent Reconciliation at St Mary’s
Fr Jeremy will be offering the Sacrament of
Reconciliation after 10.00am Mass on
Wednesdays and Fridays from Fri 4th Dec.
Advent Holy Hours at St Mary’s
There will be the opportunity to pray in front
of the Blessed Sacrament each Sunday of
Advent at 3.45pm. All Holy Hours will be
live-streamed, starting on Sun 29th Nov. The
Holy Hours on 6th, 13th & 20th Dec will be
open to the public.

Christmas Masses at St Mary’s
Christmas Eve: 6.00pm, 9.00pm & Midnight
Christmas Day: 9.00am and 10.30am
All the Christmas Masses will be live
streamed. Seating will be limited & we do not
anticipate being allowed to sing, although
there will be instrumental music at some
Masses. The obligation to come to Mass is
still  suspended and you may wish to take
part in the Christmas Masses via live-stream.
Please  volunteer as a steward to help
manage seating parishioners. Details of how
to book a seat will be given out at Mass on
6th Dec.

JOBS: St Gregory’s Catholic College has a
variety of vacancies https://www.st-
gregorys.org.uk/about-us/vacancies/

MASS STEWARDS We need many more
Mass stewards, particularly for the Christmas
Masses. We need at least two at every Mass (4
for each of the Christmas Masses) or we are
not allowed to open the church. Could you
help?  If you are aged 18-70, live in tier 2 & are
not in a vulnerable group, please email the
parish office asap.

**St Mary’s is in a tier 2 area so if you live in
a tier 3 area, you are advised to stay at home
and participate via live-stream.**

Bath Carol Trail
from 5th Dec:
St Mary’s Parish is
proud to be part in a
Carol Trail around
many of the churches
of Bath. Download/
print the map, start
from our parish centre,  and guess the carol
from the nativity display. Check the QR code
and hear it sung! Listen again and sing along
with the subtitles! Aimed at children aged
1-102. Many thanks to Kirsten, Hugh & Nick
for their musical/ vocal/ technological/ artistic
talents. www.bathcaroltrail.wordpress.com

CAFOD World Gifts
CAFOD's range of virtual gifts make a real
difference to families living in poverty across
the world. While we have the coronavirus
pandemic here, we can still be good neighbours
to our sisters & brothers overseas by giving
World Gifts as Christmas presents to family &
friends. The Keep Clean Kit gift for £6 & the
Vegetable Garden gift for £10 are just two gifts
that will help vulnerable families affected by the
pandemic to protect & feed themselves. Let’s
spread joy & hope around the world this
Christmas. Visit cafod.org.uk/worldgifts.
Celebrate Advent with CAFOD
After a year of uncertainty, we all need the
hope, peace & true comfort & joy that the
Advent season can offer. CAFOD has a range
of resources & virtual events to help us come
together online to pray, reflect & celebrate as
we prepare for the coming of our Lord. Visit
cafod.org.uk/parishes to learn more. We can
stretch out our hands to people living in poverty
& refugees by donating to CAFOD’s Advent
Appeal at cafod.org.uk/advent.

POPE FRANCIS, LAUDATO SI, OUR COMMON
HOME: An Advent series of talks, conversations
& reflections on Mondays via Zoom, centred
around Pope Francis’ encyclical “Laudato si”.
7 Dec ‘Where is God’s first revelation? Fr MHealy;
14 Dec: ‘Applying the encyclical’ Liz Baldwin;
21 Dec: ‘In quest of human flourishing’ Sr Marga-
ret Atkins OSA.
The gatherings take place from 7.45pm –9.00pm.
Register: https://stgregorys.org.uk/laudato_si/

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:
Please share these numbers so someone in
need can find them.
WomansAid National  Domestic Violence
Helpline  0808 2000 247
The mix Advice  for the under 25yrs.
0808 808 4994
Advice for Male Victims of  Domestic
Violence  0808 8801 0327
Childline Deals with a vast variety of
children concerns including Domestic
Violence 0800 1111
https://www.csas.uk.net/wpcontent/uploads/20
18/05/Guidance-Supporting-people-who-may-
be-experiencing-domestic-violence.pdf
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