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SUNDAY 34 (A) (2020) 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
- how many kings or queens can you name who are saints? 
- Here are a few: St Edward the Confessor, St Stephen of 
Hungary, St Elizabeth of Hungary, St Elizabeth of Portugal, St 
Wenceslaus, St Louis of France… not many! 
- Earthly kingship is touched by human frailty, like any other 
institution 
- Jesus was very anxious not to be acclaimed as an earthly 
king: he ran away when the crowds wanted to carry him shoulder 
high 
- It was only when he was being condemned to death, that he 
admitted to Pilate that he was indeed a king 
- But he said that his kingdom was not of this world 
- the only crown he did accept was the crown of thorns 
- and the only throne he accepted was the throne of the Cross 
- So what kind of a king is he? 
- the readings we have just be listening to can give us an 
idea 
- they tell us that Jesus the King is all powerful, that he is 
all-loving, and that he identifies himself with poorest and 
most needy. 
 
SECOND READING: CHRIST’S POWER OVER SIN AND DEATH 
 
- The Second Reading, from one of St. Paul's Letters, speaks 
of Christ's power 
- In this world, monarchies were often established through the 
exercise of power, the conquering of territory, and the 
defeating of armies 
- But Christ’s power is exercised not over territory or 
people, but over the greatest evils of all, over sin and death 
- he has conquered sin and death by his own self-sacrifice, by 
his death and resurrection 
- Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of 
all those who have fallen asleep 
- so his victory over sin and death is a victory he shares 
with every one of us, too. 
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FIRST READING: THE LOVE OF CHRIST THE KING FOR US 
 
- The First Reading from the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel 
gives special emphasis to the love of Christ the King.  
- He came on earth to establish the Kingdom of the Father, not 
with the force and power of a conqueror, but with the gentle 
kindness of a shepherd.  
- "I am going to look after my flock myself, and keep all of 
it in view."  
- God’s people were scattered and distanced from him and from 
his love; 
- but Christ came to seek them out, as a shepherd searches for 
and rescues scattered sheep. 
- Above all, he came to win them back to the love of the 
Father,  
- and to make that love of God visible and tangible, he was 
prepared to give up his life for them. 
- "I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd is one who lays 
down his life for his sheep."  
 
GOSPEL: WHATEVER YOU DID TO THE LEAST OF THESE 
 
- We can think of the Gospel passage as a judgment scene 
- but we can also think of it as a description of the subjects 
of Christ’s kingdom 
- what are they like? 
- well, they are people who respond in a practical way to the 
poor and needy 
- Jesus praises them for carrying out the simplest human 
actions to meet the simplest needs 
- what may seem surprising is that these people are not 
conscious of having done any special service to Jesus 
- Lord, when did we see you?” 
- and yet Jesus says quite clearly that he considers that any 
act of kindness, no matter how small, which we do for a needy 
human being, he will consider having been done for him 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
- Christ the King is greater than the greatest of evils 
- Christ the King loves and cares for us with unutterable 
tenderness 
- Christ the King is honoured when we honour the least of his 
brothers or sisters. 
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