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A) INTRODUCTION: MYSTERY OF EVIL 
- if you want to prove that God does not exist, then a good 

place to start is with the problem of evil 
- if God is good, why does he allow evil to exist? 
- if he is all-powerful, why doesn’t he do something about it? 
- these are not new questions 
- the Greek philosopher Epicurus, who lived about 300 years 

before Christ, put it this way: 
- “Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not 

omnipotent.  
Is he able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent.  
Is he both able and willing? Then where does evil come from?  
Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God?” 

 
B) THE WHEATFIELD 
-  in today’s Gospel Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to a  

wheat-field in which the plants are the subjects of the  
Kingdom 

- some plants are the fruit of good seed, but others have 
become poisonous weeds, or darnel. 

- in the same way, the subjects of the Kingdom are a mixture of 
good people and bad people, and no doubt, plenty in-between 

- the owner’s servants come to him to find out what has 
happened 

- “Was it not good seed that you sowed in your field? So what 
has gone wrong? how did that happen? 

- Jesus says that this the work of the enemy, the devil, who 
has sown bad seed in the field 

- although Jesus does not spell it out, we could say that evil 
enters the world at the beginning of time, it is promoted by 
the devil, and human beings co-operate with him through the 
wrong choices they make - they mis-use their freedom. 

 
C) HOW TO DEAL WITH THE WEEDS? 
-  so the servants suggest a remedy: do you want us to go and  
 weed it out? 
-  but the owner says “No, because you may destroy the good  

along with the bad. Let them grow side by side until the   
harvest, and that will be the time to separate them out.” 

  - in saying this, Jesus is describing God’s attitude towards  
 the good and the bad. 
  -  God’s Kingdom is still growing; the process is not yet  
 complete, so this is not the time to carry out some kind of  

purge. 
  -  it seems that God allows the good and the bad to live side by  
 side, first of all to test the virtuous and strengthen them  
 in their goodness. 
  -  and secondly to give sinners time to repent and turn back to 
 him. 



 
D) LESSONS OF THE PARABLE 
- So the parable is a description of the mercy and compassion of  
 God. 
- it is an invitation to us all to be watchful 
- to make sure that we do not let slip the moment of grace 
- and to be ready for the harvest, whenever it may come. 

   - but it is also an invitation to exercise that same mercy and  
 compassion in our attitudes towards others 
   - especially if we feel we have good reason to disapprove of  
 them 
   - how easy it is to judge other people by appearances 
   - to make assumptions about their values and life-style,  
 without knowing fully what motivates them, what burdens they  
 may be carrying, what struggles are going on within them. 
   - and who knows whether our own compassion towards others may  
 have some part to play in helping them to change 
  -  and of course we should exercise that same compassion and  
 mercy towards ourselves 
  -  we are only too well aware that within each one of us, good  
 and evil seem to coexist.  

- Why can’t we pull out all those weeds? 
- Or why does not God do it for us? 
- Maybe he allows those weeds to continue to grow, in order to 

keep us humble, and to remind us how  we depend upon him for 
everything 

- we should try to recognise and accept our weakness, our 
woundedness, and our constant need for the strength and mercy 
of God. 

- The Second Reading tells us that the Spirit, God's Spirit of 
love, comes to help us in our weakness,  

- to give expression to our unspoken prayers, our longings and 
yearnings;  

- to help us to be merciful to ourselves, and to be 
compassionate and understanding towards one another. 
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