
 
SUNDAY 15 (A) (2020) 

 
A) INTRODUCTION: GOD’S WORD IS POWERFUL 
- One summer evening I was invited to a barbecue at friend’s 

house 
- it rained steadily throughout 
- but my friend, dressed in oil-skins, insisted in cooking all 

the food out of doors 
- the rest of us stayed inside, waiting, with plates at the 

ready 
- on that occasion the rain was unwelcome 
- but today’s First Reading says something about the value of 

rain, how it refreshes, renews and causes new life to emerge  
- in the same way, God says, "the word that goes forth from my 

mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out my 
will and succeeding in what it was sent to do."  

- God's word is always effective; it always brings about what 
it expresses.  

 
B) GOD’S WORD 

- God’s first word was a creative word 
- At the very beginning of the Bible, the creation of the world 

is described as a process of speaking the word. "God said, 
Let there be light, and there was light", and so on.  

- By the power of his word, the whole universe was created out 
of nothing, and all creatures in their infinite variety were 
given life. 

- The next word that God spoke was a word of forgiveness 
- Human beings rebelled against God, and his response was not 

to punish but to forgive 
- and that word of love and mercy would be repeated over and 

over again throughout the centuries 
- In the fullness of time, God sent into the world not spoken 

words but the Word made Flesh, his only Son.  
- God's love and forgiveness would be expressed in human form, 

in the person of Jesus Christ.  
- He would sow in the hearts of men and women the healing and 

life-giving word of God. 
 

C) THE SOWER 
- This is what we hear in today's Gospel, in the parable of the 

Sower.  
- The sower who went out to sow is Jesus himself, and the seed 

he cast on the ground is the word of God.  
- This word is what Jesus possesses in himself, since he is the 

uncreated Word and wisdom of God.  
- And he expresses it in human form and in human language, in 

ways that we can easily grasp and understand.  
- But it is a word that is all-powerful, because it can lead us 

to salvation, holiness and unending life. 



 
D) OUR RESPONSE 
- although the seed is good seed, powerful, life-giving, it 

does not necessarily produce the same crop wherever it falls.  
- In some cases the result is abundance, and in others it is 

utter failure.  
- Christ the Sower casts his seed everywhere. No-one is 

excluded or deprived 
- In fact, in the spiritual world, it is possible for the rock 

to be broken up and turned into fruitful soil,  
- and for thorns to disappear and give way to plants which 

nourish and sustain life.  
- if this transformation does not take place, the fault lies 

not with the Sower of the seed but with those who are 
unwilling to change 

- But where the word of God is received with joy and with good 
will, where there is the slightest effort to take it to heart 
and act upon it, then the results can be extraordinary: 

- The crop is described as thirty, sixty even a hundredfold 
 

E) WHAT KIND OF SOIL ARE WE? 
- It might be good for us to reflect on what kind of soil we 

are 
- how open we are to the word of God as it is spoken to us in 

scripture, in prayer, in the ordinary events of our lives? 
- If there are times when God's word is ineffective in us, then 

what is it that is preventing us from seeing and hearing? 
- What is it that we want to cling to so much? Possessions, 

power, addictions, regrets, resentments, anxieties, any of 
these can dull our sensitivity to God’s word 

- But if we are open to his word and allow its power to work in 
us, however inadequate we may feel, then we too will bring 
forth good fruit and a bountiful harvest.  

- The parable ends on an optimistic note, and we too must take 
away with us that firm conviction  

- that the word of God is something alive and active, powerful 
and effective, reassuring, compassionate and always faithful. 
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