
SS PETER & PAUL (2020)  
 

A) INTRODUCTION: ROME BURNED 
- one night in July AD 64 a fire started in Rome 
- it spread rapidly and burned for a week 
- it destroyed half the Imperial City 
- people were pretty certain that the Emperor Nero was 

responsible 
- however, he set up a commission which quickly found that it 

was, in fact, a new religious sect that had caused the fire: 
they were called Christians 

- then there started a series of terrible persecutions in which 
many Christians were put to death 

- two of them were called Peter and Paul 
- They are the ones whom we honour in a special way today 
- At first on opposite sides: Peter, close follower of Christ; 

Paul, a fanatical opponent 
 

B) SPECIAL REVELATION OF CHRIST’S IDENTITY 
- Today's Gospel describes how Peter was able to make his great 

act of faith in Jesus, glimpsing something of the divinity 
hidden beneath Christ's human form:  

- YOU ARE THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD.  
- And that act of faith of Peter's was to be rewarded with a 

special role and office of being Christ's visible 
representative on earth.  

- He was to become the first Pope. 
- And to Paul on the road to Damascus, the Lord said: I AM JESUS 

AND YOU ARE PERSECUTING ME.  
- Paul (or Saul, as he was then called) had set out with all the 

zeal and fervour of a devout Pharisee, determined to stamp out 
this sect which was undermining the great religious traditions 
of the Jews.  

- But he receives a vision of Christ which is to change his 
life.  

- He recognises that deep unity between Jesus and his followers, 
which he was later to compare with all the members of a human 
body united with the head. 

 
C) IMPRISONMENT AND SUFFERING 
- The Acts of the Apostles recounts several occasions when Peter 

was imprisoned.  
- Today's First Reading describes one such occasion when he was 

miraculously released.  
- Today's Second Reading describes Paul's final imprisonment, 

and we know that it was preceded by many others.  
- At such times, Peter and Paul displayed great trust in God who 

would set them free 
- and even when death came, they saw their martyrdom as the 

moment of greatest liberation. 



- They would be set free once and for all into the company of 
the Christ they had loved and served so well 

 
D) RICH & COMPLEX CHARACTERS 
- They are very human characters whom we seem to know so well.  
- The greatness of their achievements is beyond question.  
- We know of Paul's missionary zeal.  
- He was always breaking new ground, never going where other 

missionaries had already been.  
- He wrote numerous letters of encouragement to the Churches, 

which are preserved for us in the New Testament.  
- He was the first great theologian of the Church.  
- Peter is renowned for his wonderful love for Christ, wanting 

to be totally identified with him.  
- He was a privileged witness of the great miracles, such as the 

raising of Jairus' daughter, and also the Transfiguration, the 
Agony of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, and the 
Resurrection appearances of Jesus  

- He was impulsive, weak, yet so ready to seek forgiveness, and 
so ready to learn from his mistakes. 

 
E) CONCLUSION 
- Peter and Paul are patrons of our Cathedral and of our 

Diocese. 
- They are men we can admire and yet feel very close to.  
- We can pray for two things in particular: 
- a share in their great love for the Lord  
- and a share in their great generosity in the service of the 

Church.  
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