
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE (A)(2020) 
 
A) INTRODUCTION 
 
- Today's readings show us people at prayer:  
- the prayer of the Apostles gathered together with Mary in the 
Upper Room, awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit,  
- and the priestly prayer of Jesus on the night before he died. 
 
B) JESUS PRAYS FOR HIMSELF 
- Jesus prays his priestly prayer out loud in the Upper Room, 
surrounded by his disciples, with his passion about to begin. 
- FATHER, THE HOUR HAS COME: GLORIFY YOUR SON SO THAT YOUR SON MAY 
GLORIFY YOU.  
- Jesus speaks of his "hour", the hour in which he will undergo 
his passion and death, and enter into the glory of his 
resurrection.  
- As God the Son, he had shared in the glory of God the Father 
from all eternity.  
- When he became a man for our sake, he laid aside that glory and 
took on the form of a slave.  
- But now that he is about to leave the world, he prays that he 
may take up that glory again.  
- though it sounds like a selfish prayer, it is in fact utterly 
unselfish, because, by willingly undergoing his passion and death, 
and then rising again, he will give glory to the Father and win 
eternal life for all humanity.  
- In praying that he may be glorified, he is praying for the glory 
of the Father and the salvation of the world. 
 
C) JESUS PRAYS FOR HIS FOLLOWERS 
- After praying for himself, Jesus then prays for his Apostles.  
- They belong to the Father not only because God had created them, 
but also because he had chosen them and entrusted them to Christ 
as his special followers.  
- Jesus has loved them and taken care of them.  
- He has revealed to them who he really is, why he has come into 
the world, and his special relationship with the Father.  
- Now that Jesus is about to leave them, he is afraid for them.  
- He is aware of the dangers, struggles and sufferings that await 
them as they continue his mission 
- I PRAY FOR THOSE YOU HAVE GIVEN ME, BECAUSE THEY BELONG TO YOU. 
KEEP THEM TRUE TO YOUR NAME. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
D) THE APOSTLES AT PRAYER 
- Several weeks later, after Jesus has died and risen again and 
ascended to the Father, the Apostles are once again gathered 
together in the Upper Room.  
- Jesus is no longer with them, but they have the support and the 
prayer of Mary his mother.  
- They too are praying the priestly prayer of Jesus, praying for 
the glory of the Father and the salvation of the world;  
- and praying for themselves, that they may be given the help to 
be faithful witnesses to Christ, especially in times of 
persecution. 
 
E) PRAYER FOR THE RIGHT USE OF THE MEDIA 
- Today we think of the Mass Media, and all those people whose 
business is words and images.  
- We are asked to pray for all who use the media, that they may be 
servants of the truth, and promote the values of the Gospel.  
- We should pray for the gift of discernment, so that we can judge 
carefully the great flood of words and ideas that wash over us 
through the television and radio and newspapers, and social media.  
- We can thank God for all the good that is achieved in that way, 
not just through religious programmes as such,  
- but also those programmes and stories and articles which present 
positive values, that are enlightening and uplifting, and which 
inspire and encourage us.  
- But we should pray too not to be deceived by standards which are 
negative, destructive, unchristian;  
- and yet which seem perfectly respectable, because the media 
portray them as normal.  
 
F) THE OUR FATHER 
- Whenever we say the Our Father, we pray for the very things that 
Jesus and his disciples prayed for.  
- We pray first of all for the Father's glory, that his name may 
be held holy, and his kingdom come among us.  
- And then we pray for ourselves, that in seeking to do his will 
on earth, we may resist temptation and be delivered from all that 
is evil.  
- May the Holy Spirit, whose coming we celebrate next Sunday, 
strengthen and help us to be faithful to Christ and to the values 
of the Gospel. 
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