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Parish Priest: Mgr Jeremy Rigden
01225 311725

Deacon: Rev. Richard Hayward (Rtd)

Safeguarding: Olwyn Donnelly
PSR.bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com

Royal United Hospital
ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net
RUH Chaplaincy direct line 01225 428331

Sunday 17th May
Mass People of the Parish
Monday 18th May
Weekday of Easter
Mass Ints. Ennis family
Tuesday 19th May
St Dunstan, Bishop
Mass Patrick Tobin RIP
Wednesday 20th May
Weekday of Easter
Mass  Ints. Kate Rigden
Thursday 21st May
The Ascension of the Lord
Mass Renée Crompton RIP
Friday 22nd May
Weekday of Easter
Mass Ints. Liz Thomas
Saturday 23rd May
Our Lady on Saturday
Mass Valerie Rotherham RIP

“May God put an end to this tragedy – this pandemic – and have mercy on us.
 And may He put an end to the other terrible pandemics of hunger, war, and uneducated children.”  Pope Francis

Parish Administrator: Charlotte Boyall
Office: Parish Centre, 01225 314114

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Year A     Psalter 2
Proper of the Season

http://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/deanery-event-calendar/

Parish Prayer Link:
Sunday 17th May is an occasion when we are
asked to pray for the Christian Churches in the
Middle East, North Africa, the Horn of Africa &
India.
“Heavenly Father, we pray today for peace in
the world, especially in the Middle East. By your
heavenly grace, strengthen the faith & hope of
Eastern Christians. May they be blessed with
peace & prosperity in their lands. May we be
inspired by their devotion & witness to the
Gospel, by their love & compassion for all in
their communities, & by their courage, their
endurance & self-sacrifice against oppression.
Through their charity, tolerance & friendship,
bring peace & reconciliation to those troubled
lands, where Christianity was born & first
spread. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.”
Diocesan Prayer Link:
St Stanislaus, Dulverton
Sacred Heart, Minehead, with Watchet

This week we remember:
Violet Coombs and all
whose anniversaries occur at this time.
May their souls, and the souls of all the
faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen.

RUH CONTACT DETAILS:
If you or a loved one is going into the  Royal
United Hospital, please contact
ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net or the RUH
Chaplaincy direct line 01225 428331 on
arrival.

The Sacrament of  Reconciliation/
Confession  is  available  by request only.

Please call Fr Jeremy 01225 311725

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
First Reading After Jesus’ ascension to
heaven, the apostles return to Jerusalem and
gather in prayer with Mary, the mother of Jesus.
Second Reading If you suffer for Christ, you
will be blessed.
Gospel Jesus’ prayer reaffirms the complete
union between Jesus and the Father.
Regardless of what happens to Jesus, in
John’s Gospel, Jesus and the Father are in
charge. Even in the description of Jesus’
death, Jesus does not simply die but instead
hands over his spirit. There is also a distinction
between the world and the disciples. The
disciples are in the world, but they are
separate from it because they have been given
to Jesus.

PARISH OFFICE:
EMAIL ONLY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
All postal items need to go to 4 Harley Street.
Items for the bulletin must arrive by noon on
Wednesdays, via
bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR PRAYER &
REFLECTION (Daily updates available
on our Parish Facebook page)
The Catholic Bishops of England & Wales
recognise that the COVID-19 pandemic is
affecting every person in our countries. Those
who are sick, & their families, are suffering
many hardships of isolation from contact with
those they love. Our front-line workers in
hospitals & in care homes all over our lands are
giving exceptional service to those who are
vulnerable. In order to show spiritual solidarity
with all those involved in the ways described
above, each Thursday at 7pm, a Catholic
Bishop will  celebrate Mass in their Cathedral,
live-streamed for  people to join.
Next Mass: Thursday 21st May
Celebrant: Bishop Mark Davies
Our Lady Help of Christians and Saint Peter of
Alcantara, Shrewsbury (The Cathedral)
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-
us/live-masses

***
There has never been such a need to unite
together in prayer for our city, nation our
world as there is now. Cover BATH in prayer
24 hours a day FOR 50 DAYS FROM EASTER
TO PENTECOST+ Sign up for a slot for virtual
24-7 prayer by clicking on bit.ly/50DOP

***
This May, during the month dedicated to the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Pope Francis invites us
to renew our love for the Rosary, a prayer
fully immersed in the Gospel.  Pope Francis
has also given us two new prayers that
implore the help of the Virgin Mary during
the coronavirus pandemic. The full details
are here.

***
Prayer through music: Please listen & watch
The UK Blessing. “At this unique &
challenging time in the United Kingdom over
65 churches & movements, representing
hundreds of others, have come together
online to sing a blessing over our land.
Standing together as one, our desire is that
this song will fill you with hope & encourage
you.”

***

Save the date! Bishop Declan will celebrate
the Deanery Confirmation Mass at St Mary’s
Church, Julian Road, Bath on Thurs 12th
November at 7.00pm. The Confirmation
programme for young people in Years 9-13
will start on Sept 15th at St Mary’s.
Application forms will be soon be available
from our website, St Gregory’s School and
all the parishes in the Deanery.
Info: Charlotte Boyall in the Parish Office or
Matt Robinson, Chaplain at St Gregory’s.

Suspension of Mass
All public acts of worship are now
suspended.  Fr Jeremy will say Mass each
day privately, & all Mass intentions booked
so far will be honoured. You can continue to
book Mass intentions via email; however
unfortunately you will not be able to be
present at the Mass. If you want to move the
Mass intention that you have already booked
to a much later date, please contact Fr Jeremy
or the Parish Office by email.
VOLUNTEER WATCHERS
If the church is allowed to open for socially-
distanced private prayer, we will need
volunteers to supervise the church. Please
contact the Parish Office via email or Fr
Jeremy by phone if you would be able to help.

Spiritual Communion
The Bishops have provided an online sheet to
help us  understand how to make a spiritual
communion. Cardinal Vincent  says “This
booklet has been provided as a help for
prayer when Mass is not available to us. Our
priests will continue to offer Mass for the
Church and the world at this time, and we can
unite ourselves to their celebrations through
a  spiritual communion.”

Please pray for Eloise, aged 4,
who has a brain tumour.

Fr Jeremy would like to thank everyone
who has responded to the crisis with
practical kindness towards others in our
parish & the city. He is ringing those on the
parish register to offer a friendly voice
during the lockdown. Fr Jeremy has been
supporting those who have lost loved ones
during this time, through advice, prayers &
taking funeral services.
Fr Jeremy has also been supporting the
pupils & teachers at St Mary’s. Go to
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbath to
hear several podcasts by Fr Jeremy on
Easter, as well as a photo of Fr Jeremy
helping with the VE commemorations.
In addition to his usual role at the hospital,
Fr Jeremy has been asked to act as an RUH
chaplain twice a week, to help boost the
morale of both staff & patients and support
the permanent chaplains. This involves
talking to those of all faiths and none,
which he is enjoying very much.

Links to local masses and services being
streamed live, such as those celebrated  daily
by Fr Christopher at St John’s
(https://stjohnsrcbath.org.uk/), can be found
on the parish website
https://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/st-marys-
calendars
Use the online directory of churches in
England and Wales streaming Catholic Mass
live online.

The parish office receives numerous emails with
ideas, resources & information about how to cope
with self-isolation & our inability to come to church
& receive the Sacraments. There are far too many
ideas to put them all into the bulletin so they are
being collated by Charlotte, our parish
administrator) & sent out in daily update emails.
If you would like to receive them, please email
the parish office.  Previous emails have been
uploaded to the parish website “News and
Events” section.

 The Dicastery for Communication of the
Holy See is making available a downloadable
book entitled “Strong in the Face of
Tribulation”, containing prayers,
supplications and the Pope’s homilies as “a
sure support in time of trial”.

17 May – 6th Sunday of Eastertide
‘I will not leave you orphaned.’
At some point we all want or even need to hear
these words. They speak directly to some of our
greatest fears & challenges; abandonment &
isolation, loneliness, vulnerability. These
words of Jesus remind us that we do not stand
alone, whatever our circumstances. We are
living in a time of great uncertainty. We do not
have all the answers & many of us are fearful.
Our fear points to the deeper reality that by
ourselves we are not enough that we were never
created to be self-sufficient. We were created to
love & be loved, to live in relationship as
people who give themselves to each other, to
dwell, abide, & remain within each other. “I
will not leave you orphaned.” That is the
promise. Regardless of the circumstances of
our lives, storms, death, separation, we have
never been & will never be abandoned by God.
Let us renew our faith again this week & hold
fast to the promise that we are not alone, & we
never will be.
Sarah Adams, Director for the Department for
Adult Education & Evangelisation

SAFEGUARDING Fr Jeremy would like to recruit
two new Parish Safeguarding Reps. If you are
interested, please call him to discuss the role (01225
311725).
***Clifton Diocese has created a cyber crime
avoidance leaflet. You can access it from the
Safeguarding page on the parish website.

CHARITABLE GIVING
The following link takes you to a short
message of thanks from Magnus Macfarlane-
Barrow, founder of Mary’s Meals.
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/message
St Mary’s Parish has been supporting the
Mary’s Meals Backpack Project for at least
three years. Whilst we cannot collect items
for the backpacks at the moment, you may be
able to donate £15.90 to feed one child for a
whole year.
Alternatively, you might want to put an
empty jar aside for Mary’s Meals and save
£15.90 more gradually. If you want to know
more about this unusual charity, you can buy
Magnus’ book “The Shed That Fed A
Million Children”

Poetry and Art: The poem, “The Servant Girl
at Emmaus” by Denise Leverton and based on
Lk24:13-35, is  recommended by Fr Jeremy. It
is inspired by the painting “The Emmaus
Supper” by Velaquez, which can be found in
the National Gallery of Art in Dublin.
There is a lovely commentary on the painting
as well as a sermon on who sees Jesus today
and where we find him, based upon the
painting and the story of  Emmaus..

First Holy Communion Please pray for the
children who should have made their First
Holy Communion today, & last Sunday. We
hope that they will be able to do so in
September but are as yet unable to confirm
a date due to the church closures.
David Wells spoke about the importance of
“accompanying” others on their spiritual
journey as Christians. He reiterated Pope
Francis’ words that parents are the first
catechists of their children, but in order for
that to happen, we need to accompany the
parents. We can do this through prayer.

SERMONS We have been posting Fr
Jeremy's written sermons on the parish
website for some time. Now you can listen
to them each Sunday. Go to
https://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/sermons
and scroll to the end of the typed sermon.
Click on the arrow shaped play button.
(Thank you to Graham Weakley for making
this possible.)

FINANCE: Offertory – You can make a
donation to our parish in this testing time by
using the ‘Donate’ button on the homepage
of the parish website (just underneath the
photo of St Mary’s). It will accept PayPal and

MASS A 'dial-a-Mass' service is now available
from the Middlesbrough diocese for Catholics
without internet access,
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/12885/catho
lic-diocese-launches-uk-s-first-dial-a-mass-
The number to call is 01642 130120. Calls are
charged at local rate and free if in your included
minutes.

The Chosen is the first-ever multi-season
series based on the true stories of the gospels of
Jesus Christ. Watch for FREE now at
www.thechosen.tv/app  You can also find it on
Youtube.

The God Who Speaks: The monthly series of
Reflections exploring a favourite passage of
scripture from Matthew’s Gospel continues. Our
fourth  Reflection is from Fr Matt Anscombe,
Parish Priest at St Bernadette’s Whitchurch,
and St Dunstan’s, Keynsham.
https://vimeo.com/416233173

Please pray for all new parents.
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