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Parish Priest: Mgr Jeremy Rigden
01225 311725

Deacon: Rev. Richard Hayward (Rtd)

Safeguarding: Olwyn Donnelly
PSR.bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com

Royal United Hospital
ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net
RUH Chaplaincy direct line 01225 428331

Sunday 10th May
Mass People of the Parish
Monday 11th May
Feast of the English Martyrs
Mass Deceased members of Abbott
family
Tuesday 12th May
Weekday of Easter
Mass Marian Diplock RIP
Funeral of Marian Diplock RIP
Wednesday 13th May
Weekday of Easter
Mass  Ints. Liz Thomas
Funeral of Sheila Parkinson RIP
Thursday 14th May
Weekday of Easter
Mass Ints. Gabriele Green (her 100th
birthday!)
Friday 15th May
Weekday of Easter
Mass  Ints. Ennis family (thanksgiving)
Saturday 16th May
Our Lady on Saturday
Mass Valerie Blanchard RIP

“Our Lord does not look so much at the greatness of our actions, or even at their difficulty,
as at the love with which we do them.”  St. Therese of Lisieux

Parish Administrator: Charlotte Boyall
Office: Parish Centre, 01225 314114

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Year A     Psalter 1
Proper of the Season

http://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/deanery-event-calendar/

Parish Prayer Link:
For those suffering financial hardship or
uncertainty with employment
Diocesan Prayer Link:
The Abbey Church, Downside with St Benedict,
Stratton-on-the-Fosse

This week we remember:
Sheila Parkinson RIP who died recently
(private funeral Wed 13th May);
John Davis, Joan Cloughton,
Bozena Asmar, Maria Rigg and all
whose anniversaries occur at this time.
May their souls, and the souls of all the
faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen.

RUH CONTACT DETAILS:
If you or a loved one is going into the  Royal
United Hospital, please contact
ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net or the RUH
Chaplaincy direct line 01225 428331 on
arrival.

The Sacrament of  Reconciliation/
Confession  is  available  by request only.

Please call Fr Jeremy 01225 311725

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
First Reading The early Church community
determines, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
not to impose the requirement of
circumcision on Gentile Christians.
Second Reading
The vision of the splendour of the heavenly
Jerusalem is described.
Gospel Reading
Jesus promises his disciples that the Father
will send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit.

PARISH OFFICE:
EMAIL ONLY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

All postal items need to go to 4 Harley Street.
Items for the  bulletin must arrive by noon on

Wednesdays, preferably via
bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR PRAYER &
REFLECTION (Daily updates available
on our Parish Facebook page)
Mass Online: Take part in Services at Clifton
Cathedral via
https://www.churchservices.tv/cliftoncathedral

***
The Catholic Bishops of England & Wales
recognise that the COVID-19 pandemic is
affecting every person in our countries. Those
who are sick, & their families, are suffering
many hardships of isolation from contact with
those they love. Our front-line workers in
hospitals & in care homes all over our lands are
giving exceptional service to those who are
vulnerable at this time. In order to show a
spiritual solidarity with all those involved in the
ways described above, each Thursday at 7pm,
a Catholic Bishop will  celebrate Mass in their
Cathedral which will be live-streamed for
people to join.
Next Mass: Thursday 14th May
Celebrant: Bishop Robert Byrne CO
St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW
0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_Eqw

***
There has never been such a need to unite
together in prayer for our city, nation our
world as there is now. Cover BATH in prayer
24 hours a day FOR 50 DAYS FROM EASTER
TO PENTECOST+ Sign up for a slot for virtual
24-7 prayer by clicking on bit.ly/50DOP

***
This May, during the month dedicated to the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Pope Francis invites us
to renew our love for the Rosary, a prayer
fully immersed in the Gospel. In this article,
Vatican News looks at the dedication of
various Popes throughout the centuries to
this ancient devotion.
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/new
s/2020-04/the-popes-and-the-rosary.html
Pope Francis has also given us two new
prayers that implore the help of the Virgin
Mary during the coronavirus pandemic. The
full details are here:
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
letters/2020/documents/papa-
francesco_20200425_lettera-
mesedimaggio.html

***
Prayer through music: Please listen & watch
The UK Blessing. “At this unique & challeng-
ing time in the United Kingdom over 65
churches & movements, representing hun-
dreds of others, have come together online
to sing a blessing over our land. Standing
together as one, our desire is that this song
will fill you with hope & encourage you.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3m
Nj5U&fbclid=IwAR3SQBmo5ui2wXLByPrm
dsyOgU_YD9RoKt8pJI2BhtgEPG_QPS-
4B_gB9RQ

Save the date! Bishop Declan will celebrate
the Deanery Confirmation Mass at St Mary’s
Church, Julian Road, Bath on Thurs 12th
November at 7.00pm. The Confirmation
programme for young people in Years 9-13
will start on Sept 15th at St Mary’s.
Application forms will be soon be available
from our website, St Gregory’s School and
all the parishes in the Deanery.
Info: Charlotte Boyall in the Parish Office or
Matt Robinson, Chaplain at St Gregory’s.

Suspension of Mass
All public acts of worship are now
suspended.  Fr Jeremy will say Mass each
day privately, and all Mass intentions booked
so far will be honoured. You can continue to
book Mass intentions via email; however
unfortunately you will not be able to be
present at the Mass. If you want to move the
Mass intention that you have already booked
to a much later date, please contact Fr Jeremy
or the Parish Office by email.

Spiritual Communion
The Bishops have provided and online sheet
to help us  understand how to make a spiritual
communion. https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/No-Mass-
A4.pdf Cardinal Vincent  says “This booklet
has been provided as a help for prayer when
Mass is not available to us. Our priests will
continue to offer Mass for the Church and the
world at this time, and we can unite ourselves
to their celebrations through a spiritual
communion.” Some parishioners have found
this helpful to do with children, rather than
Mass online, using a candle or a crucifix as a
focus and taking turns to say the prayers.

Please pray for Eloise, aged 4,
who has a brain tumour.

Fr Jeremy would like to thank everyone
who has responded to the crisis with
practical kindness towards others in our
parish & the city. He is ringing those on the
parish register to offer a friendly voice
during the lockdown. Fr Jeremy has been
supporting those who have lost loved ones
during this time, through advice, prayers &
taking funeral services.
He has also been supporting the pupils &
teachers at St Mary’s. Go to
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbath to
hear several podcasts by Fr Jeremy on
Easter, as well as a photo of Fr Jeremy
helping with the VE commemorations.
In addition to his usual role at the hospital,
Fr Jeremy has been asked to act as an RUH
chaplain twice a week, to help boost the
morale of both staff & patients and support
the permanent chaplains. This involves
talking to those of all faiths and none,
which he is enjoying very much.

Links to local masses and services being
streamed live, such as those celebrated
daily by Fr Christopher at St John’s
(https://stjohnsrcbath.org.uk/), can be found
on the parish website
https://www.stmarysbath.org.uk/st-marys-
calendars

The parish office receives numerous emails with
ideas, resources & information about how to cope
with self-isolation & our inability to come to church &
receive the Sacraments. There are far too many ideas
to put them all into the bulletin so they are being
collated by Charlotte, our parish adminsitrator) & sent
out in daily update emails. If you would like to
receive them, please email the parish office.
Previous emails have been uploaded to the parish
website “News” section.
***All the latest updates from the Catholic Church can
be found on the website www.cbcew.org.uk
***Try www.alonetogether.org.uk which is a resource
created by those who live in isolation through choice
(nuns, Monks) & those who were forced to do so
(hostages). It is supported by Abbott Chris Jamison.

 The Dicastery for Communication of the
Holy See is making available a downloadable
book entitled “Strong in the Face of
Tribulation”, containing prayers,
supplications and the Pope’s homilies as “a
sure support in time of trial”.
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-
city/news/2020-04/downloadable-
publication-popes-prayers-homilies-now-
available.html

FINANCE: Offertory – You can make a
donation to our parish in this testing time by
using the ‘Donate’ button on the homepage
of the parish website (just underneath the
photo of St Mary’s). It will accept PayPal
and all Debit and Credit cards.

B&NES Compassionate Community Hub
*If anyone needs support with buying food or
medicines, send an email with the subject
"Support" to compassion@3sg.org.uk & the
team will pick up your query within 24 hours.
*Or, phone the hotline  0300 247 0050.
*To volunteer with the Compassionate
Community Hub, complete the form via
http://bit.ly/communityvolunteersignup
*For people who are in need of food, &
looking for an alternative to going into the
shops during the pandemic, here is a list of
local businesses offering food delivery:
https://www.3sg.org.uk/pages/sustainable-
food-partnership

10 May - 5th Sunday of Eastertide
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.’
Jesus speaks these words to reassure his disci-
ples that, although he is going to leave them,
they will not be forgotten. As the world contin-
ues to respond to the devastating Coronavirus,
many people are troubled. They are anxious,
unsure of where the virus will strike next. Fear-
ful that someone they love will contract or
already has the virus and not knowing what the
outcome will be. Jesus wants to reassure his
bewildered disciples and us, that we will never
be abandoned. God is with us and no more so
than in this time of the pandemic. As people of
faith we are encouraged to trust, to believe in
God’s loving care for us and be confident that
whatever we may face, we will not be over-
come. Jesus is ‘the way, the truth and the life’
so let us stay close to him so that when we
emerge from this time, we will do so stronger
in faith and stronger in love.
Sarah Adams, Director for the Department for
Adult Education & Evangelisation

DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING OFFICE:
We would really like to encourage as many
volunteers as  possible to engage with the   EduCare
E Learning  modules. All members of the Catholic
community have free access to this thought
provoking material, that may just be the  information
that enables us to recognise a concern and enable
it to be resolved. There is an expectation by the
Charity Commission that all those who perform a
voluntary role which necessitates DBS clearance,
should  have  a minimum standard of Safeguarding
training.  To gain access to this free resource email
Safeguarding@cliftondiocese.com and  we will
add you to the system. You should  then be able to
access the material within a couple of days.
***Fr Jeremy would like to recruit two new Parish
Safeguarding Reps. If you are interested, please
call him to discuss the role (01225 311725).
*** The Safeguarding page on the parish website
has been upgraded, so do have a look at the
resources available.
***Clifton Diocese has created a cyber crime
avoidance leaflet. You can access it from the
Safeguarding page on the parish website.

CHARITABLE GIVING If you want to
help those who are helping asylum seekers
or refugees in Britain, you can donate to
Borderlands Refugee Centre, Bristol via
https://localgiving.org/charity/borderlands/
or to St Chad’s Sanctuary, Birmingham via
http://www.stchadssanctuary.com/index.php
/donations Prayers for the morale of both
staff and the refugees are equally welcome,
particularly at a time when many usual
sources of aid have dried up and volunteer
numbers are low due to lockdown and illness.

Please tell your older friends about DAILY HOPE.
Daily Hope is a response to the  nearly 3 million
older people living in the UK who cannot access
the internet and who now find themselves even
more isolated and cut off from those around them.
Many are struggling with anxiety and fear. It’s a
FREE phone line so that they can listen to hymns,
prayers, daily reflections, and a choice of church
services.  When you phone, the call is answered
by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Try it now!
0800 804 8044

Film: If you are unfamiliar with the story of Sr
Clare Crockett, and are in need of something
uplifting, then take some time to watch “All or
Nothing: Sr Clare Crockett”. Her life is truly
inspirational, as a bubbly young woman who
chose to dedicate her life to God as a nun, and
died in His service age 33. The film is available
via https://www.sisterclare.com/en/
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