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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (A) (2020) 
 

A) INTRODUCTION: ILLNESS AND RECOVERY 
- There have been two times in my life when I felt very very 

ill 
- the first was when I was about ten years old and I got 

measles 
- the second was about thirty years later when I got chicken 

pox 
- on that occasion it was considered to be so serious that I 

was admitted to hospital, and the medication was given to me 
intravenously 

- on both occasions I felt like death, unable to eat or drink, 
unable to sleep, unable to pray 

- I just longed for it to end, and of course in a very short 
time I started to feel better 

- and as I recovered, I was so grateful to regain my appetite 
and to regain my interest in life 

- it was a kind of resurrection 
 
B) TODAY’S GOSPEL IS ALL ABOUT NEW LIFE 
- at its heart is the spectacular miracle in which Jesus raises 

his friend Lazarus to life 
- The fact that Lazarus had been dead for several days, had 

been buried and was already experiencing bodily corruption, 
made the miracle all the more marvellous.  

- And the raising of the dead was one of the surest signs that 
Jesus was working by the power of God, since God is the 
author of life. 

- What a wonderful gift for Jesus to give his friends, to 
restore Lazarus to life, and to restore him to his family, to 
his sisters Martha and Mary 

 
C) THE GREAT SIGN 
- But the miracle was intended not just to be a wonderful gift 
- it was also intended to be a special sign.  
- What was important was not simply to show what Jesus was able 

to do,   
- it was also to show who he was; in other words, the very 

source of life 
- So the raising of Lazarus was intended to reveal the Person 

of Jesus and to awaken faith in him.   
- Martha believes that, had Jesus been present earlier, her 

brother would not have died.  
- But Jesus wants her faith to go deeper than that; he wants 

her to recognize him as the Christ, the source of all life.  
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C) BUT WHAT KIND OF LIFE? 
- Jesus says in the Gospel, “I am the resurrection and the 

life.” 
- Whenever he says “I am…something” we have to pay special 

attention 
- And when he says these words he puts himself in the position 

of God at the Last day. 
- Because it is then that God will raise all the dead to life 

again 
- But the Life Jesus is talking about is not just earthly life, 

the life that Lazarus returned to when he was resuscitated.  
- Nor is it simply the life of heaven, something that is 

promised to us in the future, something which begins after 
our physical death, and which we look forward to in faith. 

- Jesus is talking about a way in which even now we can have 
eternal life.  

- That life is to do with relationship, our relationship with 
God and with one another 

- so Jesus offers a new way of living to those who believe in 
him, who rely on him and trust in him, and build their lives 
on his.  

- It is knowing and relating to God as our Father, my Father; 
it is realizing that love is at the heart of reality, which 
changes mere existence into real life. 

 
D) EASTER AND BAPTISM 
- Lazarus emerges from the tomb, restored to the life he had 

known 
- On Easter day Jesus himself will emerge from his tomb, rising 

to a completely new life and a new kind of existence 
- In our baptism we enter the tomb with Christ, we die to our 

old self, to sin and selfishness, and seek to leave those 
things behind 

- with him we too rise from the dead, to live with his life, to 
live as he lived, a life set free from the old slaveries.  

- As we approach Holy Week and Easter, we are invited once 
again to renew our efforts to turn away from sin and to be 
faithful to the Gospel,  

- to trust in the life-giving power of Christ, active in my 
life, who wants to give me, to give us, even now, a share in 
his own risen life,  

- so that he may be our resurrection and our life, both now and 
in eternity. 

---------------- 


