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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (A) (revised 2014) 
 
A) INTRODUCTION: BAPTISMAL JOURNEY 
- On these Sundays of Lent we are taken on a Baptismal Journey 
- In last Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus promised the gift of “living 

water” to the Samaritan woman. 
- For us Christians, the waters of Baptism are living, or life-

giving. 
- Today, by healing the man born blind, Jesus reveals himself as 

“the light of the world”. 
- Jesus, the Light of the World is represented by the Easter 

candle, which is lit during a baptism 
- From that flame, a godparent lights a smaller candle on behalf 

of the child 
- “receive the light of Christ…This child of yours has been 

enlightened by Christ. He or she is to walk always as a child of 
the light.” 

- Today’s Gospel shows Christ bringing light to the man born 
blind, not just physical light, but spiritual enlightenment too. 

- But not everyone in the story in open to that gift; there are 
some who remain spiritually blind. 
 

B) A KIND OF SACRAMENT 
- How does Jesus go about curing the blind man? 
- With his spittle, Jesus makes a paste on the ground, puts it on 

the eyes of the blind man, and tells him to go and wash in the 
Pool of Siloam.  

- In those days, spittle was believed to have medicinal 
properties, and the gesture of covering the man's eyes with the 
paste was equivalent to anointing them.  

- So it is a kind of sacrament, in which Jesus uses outward 
tangible things to bring about a spiritual event.  

- Jesus looks for the co-operation of the man who is to benefit 
from the miracle.  

- He has to go and wash, and in doing so he has to believe and 
obey the words of Jesus. 

 
C) AN EVEN GREATER TRANSFORMATION 
- This wonderful miracle is only the beginning of a much deeper 

transformation which Jesus wants to bring about in the man.  
- He is given physical light 
- But Jesus also offers him spiritual enlightenment, something 

which leads eventually to a great act of faith.  
- The story reflects that process of faith being gradually 

awakened.  
- We can pick out the different ways in which the blind man refers 

to Jesus.  
- First he is THE MAN CALLED JESUS;  
- then the blind man tells the Pharisees, JESUS IS A PROPHET;  
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- later he says that Jesus is obviously a man who COMES FROM GOD; 
- finally, Jesus identifies himself as the Son of Man,  
- the man born blind expresses his new-found faith: LORD, I 

BELIEVE, and worships him. 
 
 
 
D) THE GIFT OF FAITH 
- The life of this man has been turned upside down.  
- to be given the gift of sight is like being born all over again. 

He begins a completely new kind of existence, new experiences, 
new feelings, a new kind of knowledge.  

- But at the spiritual level, something even more extraordinary 
has happened.  

- He has been given a faith so strong, so very much alive, that he 
is able to stand up to the taunts and threats of the 
disbelieving Jews.  

- He is able to defend himself and his benefactor 
- the Jews try to disprove the miracle, and claim, quite wrongly, 

that his blindness is God's way of punishing him for his sins. 
- and when they claim that Jesus is a sinner too, the man born 

blind contradicts them. 
- So faith gives him great courage, and turns him into a loyal 

disciple. 
 
E) OUR OWN BAPTISM 
- this transformation in the blind man also takes place in each of 

us through our baptism.  
- YOU WERE DARKNESS ONCE, BUT NOW YOU ARE LIGHT IN THE LORD, says 

St. Paul in that Second Reading.  
- Through Baptism we pass from the darkness of sin to the light of 

life in Christ, from spiritual blindness to knowing and seeing 
God through faith.  

- And that process of purification and enlightenment only begins 
with our baptism 

- it continues AND develops throughout our whole lives. 
- The man born blind was transformed through his meeting with 

Christ, who is the Light of the World, and bore witness to him. 
- as Christians we too are called to reflect that light, and let 

it shine out for others in the way we live;  
- and so, in St. Paul’s words, we should BE LIKE CHILDREN OF THE 

LIGHT, FOR THE EFFECTS OF THE LIGHT ARE SEEN IN COMPLETE 
GOODNESS, RIGHT LIVING AND TRUTH. 
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