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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT (A) (2020) 
 
A) MEETINGS WITH JESUS IN THE GOSPEL 
- The Gospels are full of stories about people who meet Jesus. 
- Usually it means that their lives are changed, in a way that 
they could never have imagined. 
- Today’s Gospel is the story of one such meeting. 
- In a way, it is a meeting that should never have happened. 
- Jesus, a Jew, is in the land of the Samaritans; he is in enemy 
territory. 
- The Jews and Samaritans hated each other; the last thing they 
should be doing is having a conversation. 
- Not only that, but Jesus, a man, is talking alone with a woman 
in a public place; and that should not happen either. 
- The woman is surprised that he should speak to her; and when the 
disciples come back from the town and find Jesus with the woman, 
they are surprised too. 
 
B) AT THE WELL 
- Why should they both be at the well, in the middle of the day, 
when the sun is at its hottest? 
- Jesus is travelling with his disciples, he is tired and thirsty 
- Jesus, the Son of God, is experiencing basic human needs 
- We learn, in the course of the conversation, that the woman has 
had many relationships, and the person she is currently living 
with is not her husband 
- Perhaps she comes to the well at that time of the day because 
she is looked down upon by the other women in the villageand wnts 
to avoid them 
- She is thirsting for a love that is permanent and lasting 
- And Jesus engages her in conversation 
 
C) THE CONVERSATION BEGINS 
- The conversation begins when Jesus asks the woman for a drink 
- When she expresses her surprise at the request, Jesus offers her 
what he calls “living water” 
- She takes his words literally: she thinks he means fresh water 
from the well. 
- But his words have a spiritual, not a literal meaning. 
- He is offering her “the water of life”, a water which will 
satisfy her deepest longings, and which will have a far more 
lasting effect than ordinary water. 
- In fact he is offering her a share in the life of God himself, 
though she does not understand what he means 
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D) JESUS REVEALS HER TO HERSELF 
- Now Jesus reveals the woman to herself: he lets it be known that 
he knows the many relationships she has had 
- But he does not judge or condemn her lifestyle: he simply tells 
her the truth; it’s as though he holds a mirror up to her for her 
to see her own life as it is 
- Understandably, she changes the subject, and tries to start a 
discussion about differences in worship between Jews and 
Samaritans. 
- Again, Jesus does not cut her off, but uses this tactic of hers 
to show that true worship is not about places and buildings, but 
about right relationships; relationships with God and with others 
- and that he himself will become the new Temple 
 
D) JESUS REVEALS HIMSELF TO HER 
- We may think that this conversation is going nowhere, but the 
opposite is true 
- It shows a developing relationship between Jesus and the woman 
- That relationship is possible because of the way Jesus treats 
her 
- He does not condemn or threaten or intimidate her; rather, he 
invites, he challenges and he affirms her. 
- He shows that he understands 
- She in her turn grows in her understanding of who he is, as she 
shows in the different ways she addresses him: First a Jew, then 
Sir, then prophet 
- when she suggests that Messiah will tell us everything, Jesus 
says “I am he” 
- At this point, the woman hurries back to the village, to the 
very people she had been avoiding, to share Good News with them 
- her life has been transformed through meeting this man, and now 
she wants other people to meet him too 
- She has moved from being a sinner, to a convert, and now to a 
missionary 
 
E) A MODEL FOR US 
- The story of the Woman at the Well is a pattern for our 
conversion too 
- For her and for us, it begins with God’s initiative, God’s 
invitation, God’s call 
- It is an invitation extended to her and to us by a God who knows 
us, loves us, understands us and does not condemn us 
- But we are challenged, just as she was, to look at ourselves 
honestly and truthfully, in the light of God’s love for us 
- We are invited to come to know Christ as Messiah and Saviour, to 
undergo a change of heart, a change of mind, a change of life 
- And finally, we too are invited to become bearers of Good News, 
drawing others to Christ, and allowing him to transform them too. 
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