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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT (A) (2020) 
 

A) LIFE AS A JOURNEY 
- People often talk about life as a journey 
- it is a good image for the whole series of people and places 

and things we encounter between our birth and our death 
- these people and places, and the things that happen to us and 

the choices we make, all shape the kind of journey we make 
- and although many people may share the same goals and same 

values, the particular details of their life’s journey are 
unique 

- no-one else’s life-story is exactly like yours or mine 
- when we go on a journey in the literal sense, we usually know 

where we are going and how to get there 
- if we lose our way, we can check the map or ask advice or, 

nowadays, make use of the sat-nav 
- in any case we quite easily get back on track 
- but the journey of life is more than just getting from one 

place to another 
- it also involves choices and goals, and  a search for the 

best way to achieve them 
- and often enough it will involve at least one significant 

change in direction 
 
B) ABRAHAM 

- In today’s First Reading we hear how something happens to 
Abraham which radically changes the direction of his life 

- God calls him to leave his homeland and his family and the 
security they provide, and head off into the unknown 

- God makes two great promises to Abraham, that he will be the 
father of a great nation, and he will be given a land in 
which that nation will flourish 

- but Abraham is a nomad, so he has no land, and his wife is 
barren, so he has no prospect of having any descendants 

- but he puts his trust in God’s word, and his hope is 
undeterred by trials and set-backs 

- somehow, he believes, God will use these very difficulties to 
achieve his purpose 

 
C) ST PAUL 

- St Paul describes that same conviction in today’s Second 
Reading 

- he encourages Timothy to bear with him the hardships that 
come in trying to be faithful to the Gospel 

- he too relies not on himself but on the power of God who has 
saved us and called us to be holy 

- like Abraham, something had happened to Paul which had 
completely altered the direction his life was taking 

- his meeting with Jesus on the road to Damascus had changed 
him from the fiercest persecutor of the followers of Christ 
into one of their greatest champions 
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- he will meet with opposition and resistance, at first from 
other Christians, suspicious of his conversion 

- and then from all who would reject the Good News of the 
Gospel 

- but Paul would continue for the rest of his life to be 
faithful to his call to be an Apostle 

- he is convinced that all his labours, and even the death he 
faces, will help to further God’s purposes 
 
D) JESUS 

- Jesus too had changed direction in his own life 
- it was a change that puzzled his family and neighbours, when 

he set out at the age of thirty, to live and work and preach 
like a wandering prophet 

- and the more he progressed in this task, the more the 
religious authorities determined to be rid of him 

- Jesus himself became increasingly aware that to carry out his 
Father’s mission would inevitably bring him to a violent 
death 

- just before the story of the Transfiguration, Matthew tells 
us that Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples that 
that he was destined to go to Jerusalem and suffer grievously 
at the hands of the elders and Chief Priests and scribes, to 
be put to death and raised on the third day. 

- so Jesus understands that his journey to his death is one 
which will further God’s plans 
 
E) CONFIRMED BY LOVE 

- but the story of the Transfiguration tells us something very 
important about the journey that Jesus was making 
- it tells us that Jesus was not utterly alone and unsupported 
- he made that journey to Jerusalem with the declared love of his 
Father to sustain him 
- Matthew shows us that Jesus is not only the one who is to 
suffer, but also the beloved Son of God 
- in the Transfiguration, the name of Jesus is called in love 
- he is named and owned by the Father: THIS IS MY SON, THE BELOVED 
- and we are all directed to listen to him 
- in our own journeys we can face difficult decisions more surely 
when we know that we are loved and supported 
- loved and supported by family or friends 
- but loved and supported above all by God himself 
- I heard Dom Philip Jebb, one of the Downside monks, put it very 
succinctly when he said, in a throw-away remark: I just remember 
that God loves me, and then I get on with it. 
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