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SUNDAY 6 (A) (2020) 
 

A) OLD AND NEW 
- When I was a boy, we lived for about four years at Sand Bay, near Weston-s-Mare.  
- The house was just a few yards from the beach, and my brother and I could go and 
explore and play there whenever we liked 
- when I returned to Sand Bay many years later, it came as quite a shock to discover 
that the house we had known was no longer there 
- it had been demolished and something completely new and different had been built 
in its place 
- with buildings, it’s often easier to clear the sight and start again from scratch, rather 
than adapt what is already there 
- but when it comes to communities and groups of people, it is a different matter 
- Jesus and the early Christians had to face that kind of situation 
- Jesus was a Jew and his first followers were all Jews: they upheld the Law of 
Moses and they honoured the traditions of their own people 
- but already in the ministry of Jesus we see a difference of view when it came to 
healing on the Sabbath, fasting, ritual washing and so on. 
 

B) NOT TO ABOLISH BUT TO COMPLETE 
- in today’s Gospel Jesus says that he has come not to abolish the Law and the 
Prophets, but to complete them 
- The Law of Moses was the clearest expression until then of God's will for his 
people.  
- But that will was expressed in very general terms, such as “You must keep the 
Sabbath holy” 
- and so people would naturally ask, “But, in practice, how am I supposed to keep the 
Sabbath holy?” 
- it was then up to the scribes and Pharisees to spell out how to keep these 
commandments in practice 
- and the result was an interpretation of the commandments which could often be 
very literal and superficial.  
- Jesus says that the virtue of the scribes and Pharisees was very shallow 
- they kept the rules in a legalistic kind of way, but had forgotten the values that lay 
behind them 
- the commandments should have been an expression not of law, but of love, an 
expression of right relationships with God and with one another 
 
  

C) FOUR TOPICS: ANGER… 
 

- And so in today's passage, Jesus deals with four different topics: murder, adultery, 
divorce and the swearing of oaths.  
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- -Before each one he says, "You have heard that it was said...but I say this to you..."  
- In daring to modify the Law of Moses, Jesus is making an extraordinary claim:  
- he is claiming to be greater than Moses, and equal to God, who gave Moses these 
laws in the first place. 
- With regard to the fifth commandment, Jesus says that destructive anger is as grave 
a crime as murder.  
- The commandment includes not only the act of killing, but all those dispositions 
and attitudes which will lead to it.  
(- Perhaps it is worth adding that anger as an emotion can be expressed in a positive 
and constructive way; and that, far from being sinful, it can be spiritually healthy.  
- Jesus himself expressed his anger on more than one occasion.) 
 

D) …ADULTERY, DIVORCE, OATHS 
- Jesus goes on to say that it is not enough to avoid adultery.  
- We have to avoid all those thoughts and desires which, if left unchecked, would 
lead to adultery.  
(- Here, too, it's worth saying that our sexual feelings and desires are not sinful in 
themselves. They are, after all, God-given. But there is a right way and a wrong way 
to deal with them. ) 
- Then Jesus deals with the matter of divorce.  
- Moses had allowed divorce not because he approved of it, but because he wanted to 
treat justly those women who had been rejected by their husbands.  
- Here Jesus revokes this permission to divorce, and forbids divorce without 
qualification.  
- The exception he speaks of, and which is translated as "fornication", refers to 
incestuous marriages, marriages between very close blood relatives.  
- Here there is no question of divorce, because there has been no marriage in the first 
place.  
- And then finally Jesus rejects the practice of oaths and vows, which was a 
respected institution in Jewish society at the time. 
- If we are honest and straight-forward, if our actions and speech spring from a pure 
heart, then we will not need to back up our words with anything more solemn. 
 

E) CONCLUSION 
- Jesus says that if our virtue goes no deeper than that of the Scribes and the 
Pharisees, we will never enter the Kingdom of heaven.  
- Our virtue must go deeper, it must come from the heart.  
- It must be a virtue revealed in right choices, not only in action but in thought and 
desire as well.  
- And it must be a virtue rooted, not in fear, but in love, love for God and for one 
another. 
- and when our choices are truly rooted in love, they will have something of the life-
giving quality of Jesus himself. 


