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SUNDAY 3 (A) (2020) 
 
A) INTRODUCTION: THE LUMINOUS MYSTERIES 
- Not long before he died, Pope John Paul II proposed five new 
mysteries of the Rosary 
- he called them the Luminous Mysteries, or the Mysteries of Light 
- he said that the whole of Christ’s life is a Mystery of Light; 
he is after all the Light of the World 
- but the Pope singled out five events from the public life of 
Jesus, and commended them to us 
- the Third of these Mysteries of Light is “The proclamation of 
the Kingdom of God, and the call to conversion or repentance.” 
- and today’s readings can help us to reflect on this Mystery. 
 
B) A LIGHT HAS DAWNED 
- in the First Reading we hear the words 
- “The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; on 
those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone.” 
- wonderful words, full of hope and encouragement, spoken to a 
people many centuries before the coming of Christ. 
- and with the birth of Jesus, with his baptism and with the 
beginning of his public ministry a new light has shone on the 
Jewish people. 
- Matthew quotes an Old Testament prophecy about the Land of 
Zebulun and the Land of Naphthali.  
- These were two of the tribes of Israel who had settled in the 
area we know as Galilee; and it was in Galilee that Jesus had 
chosen to live and to begin his work.  
 
B) BEGINNING OF JESUS’ PUBLIC MINISTRY 
- When Jesus begins his preaching and teaching in earnest, his 

message is a very simple one:  
- "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand."  
- in other words, the third of the Mysteries of Light 
- the Kingdom of heaven is an expression very rich in meaning: 
- it means God’s rule on earth, his reign in people’s hearts 
- it means a new order of things, the fulfilment of God’s promises 
and the fullness of his blessings. 
- this kingdom was already present in the person of Jesus himself 
- it was present in his preaching, when he calls the people to 

conversion, to a change of heart and mind, to a return to 
friendship with God.  

- It was present in his miracles of healing: when Jesus cured all 
kinds of diseases and sickness among the people, it was a sign of 
God’s Kingdom pushing back the boundaries of Satan’s kingdom and 
removing the consequences of sin. 
 
 
 
 



Page	2	of	2	
 

 
C) CALL OF THE FIRST DISCIPLES 
- And all of this happens in a particular and personal way, when 
Jesus chooses and calls the first disciples, Peter and Andrew, 
James and John, the ones Jesus wishes to share with him in his 
saving work. 
- Jesus invites them to follow him, to become his friends and 
colleagues. 
- but he also calls them to conversion, to a change of heart, to 
an openness to God’s rule, God’s reign, within them.  
- they have to leave behind the old life, and the old securities, 
and embark on something completely new and unknown. 
- and Matthew tells us that they left their nets at once and 
followed him. 
 
D) OUR CALL TODAY: LIGHT 
- there seems to be a strong parallel between this Gospel and the 
way in which we are called to be followers of Christ 
- that call comes to us in a formal way through our baptism 
- one of the important symbols of baptism is light 
- the Easter Candle is lit throughout the ceremony 
-  we pray that Jesus may bathe this child in light, and give them 
the new life of baptism. 
- a godparent lights a smaller candle from the Easter candle, as 
the minister says, Receive the light of Christ.  
- These children of yours have been enlightened by Christ. They 
are to walk always as children of the light. May they keep the 
flame of faith alive in their hearts.  
 
E) CONVERSION 
- Baptism brings with it the gift of faith to enlighten us 
- to receive it, we have to undergo a change of heart, a 
repentance, a conversion 
- that is indicated in the baptismal promises where we are asked 
to turn away from sin, and commit ourselves in faith hope and love 
to the God who loves us 
- We leave behind the old self just as the disciples left their 
boats and nets and family ties. 
- and like them, we embark on a lifelong journey into a deeper 
love, and friendship and intimacy with God himself. 
- we allow God to live and reign in our hearts 
- we pray that his kingdom may come within us, today and every 
day, for as long as we live. 


