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CHRISTMAS DAY   Midnight Mass  -   2019 
 

A) CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

- One of the features of any Christmas celebration is the 

singing of carols 

- And we have sung quite a few already this evening 

- I wonder which one is your favourite? 

- One carol which comes high in any poll is “In the bleak 

midwinter”. 

- It is in fact a Christmas poem, written about 150 years ago 

by Christina Rosetti. 

- It begins: “In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan. 

- Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. 

- Snow had fallen, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter long 

ago.” 

- then it goes on to describe the great mystery of Christmas, 

how God himself becomes a little child, born in the poverty 

of the manger. 

- In the last verse, the poet asks: What can I give him, poor 

as I am? 

- If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

- If I were a wise man, I would do my part. 

- Yet what I can I give him – give my heart.” 

 

B) A CHILD’S RESPONSE 

- I think there is a wonderful lesson for us in that last verse 

- It seems to me that that is the response of a child, utterly 

simple, utterly generous 

- the writer knows that she is not rich, she is not powerful, 

she is not particularly clever 

- All that she can give back to God is her love and that is all 

he wants 

- I am sure that that is exactly what we experience within our 

own families too 
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- Our children, especially when they are very small, can give 

us very little, they can do very little for us, but the love 

they give us is everything 

 

C) FIRST READING 

- If we look at the readings of our Mass, we find that they 

tell us exactly the same thing 

- that God loves us more than we can ever imagine 

- that all that he gives us is sheer gift, freely given, and 

there is nothing we can do to earn or deserve it. 

- and that all that he asks for in return is our love 

- In that First Reading Isaiah is bringing hope and comfort to 

his people, a people overwhelmed by the threat of war. 

- THE PEOPLE THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS HAS SEEN A GREAT LIGHT. 

- God himself will intervene in their lives, bringing pace and 

hope and joy. 

- FOR THERE IS A CHILD BORN FOR US, A SON GIVEN TO US. 

- Freely given, with no strings attached. 

- In Jesus, God himself comes to share my life, to know it and 

live it from the inside, and to walk with me every step of 

the way. 

- and he does that, so that I may come to share in his life and 

happiness for ever. 

 

D) GOSPEL 

- the Gospel tells us of the lengths God will go to bring about 

his plans. 

- He arranges that Caesar Augustus, the most powerful man in 

the world, should call for a census. 

- In that way, Mary will travel to Bethlehem, and give birth to 

her Son in King David’s own city. 

- The most important event in our history is witnessed not by 

the high and mighty, but by the weak and the humble 
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- The shepherds, poor, unclean, disreputable, they are the ones 

who receive the angel’s message: 

- TODAY A SAVIOUR HAS BEEN BORN FOR YOU, given to you; go and 

make him welcome. 

 

E) OUR RESPONSE 

- St. Paul tells us that this child is given, not just to the 

shepherds, or Mary and Joseph or to the Jewish people only 

- He is given to everyone 

- God’s gift to us HAS MADE SALVATION POSSIBLE FOR THE WHOLE 

HUMAN RACE.  

- No-one, no matter who they are, is excluded from God's love 

and God's promises.  

- But St. Paul does suggest how we might respond: WHAT WE HAVE 

TO DO IS TO GIVE UP EVERYTHING THAT DOES NOT LEAD TO GOD, AND 

ALL OUR WORLDLY AMBITIONS. WE SHOULD HAVE NO AMBITION, EXCEPT 

TO DO GOOD. 

- God’s love for us, freely given invites us to respond in 

kind.  

- but our love for God, our love for the Christ-child, has to 

be real and active 

- A love that is lived out in practice, when we come away from 

the manger and return to our ordinary everyday lives 

- it’s a love that shows itself to the Christ who comes to us 

each day in the people around us 

- “What can I give him, poor as I am? 

- If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

- If I were a wise man, I would do my part. 

- Yet what I can I give him – give my heart.” 

 


