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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A) – (2019) 
 

A) INTRODUCTION: NAMES ARE IMPORTANT 
- names are important to us 
- we take care in choosing names for our children; they don’t 

always thank us for our choices 
- we usually keep a family name, not just a surname, but a 

Christian name that is common to several generations 
- if we buy a book we often put our name in it 
- when people conquered cities or countries, they would often 

rename them 
- in all these examples, names are a sign of belonging 

 
B) NAMES IN THE BIBLE: JESUS 
- in the Bible names are especially important, because they 

tell us something about the person who is given that name 
- or about what God wants them to do 
- they indicate a special calling or a special mission 
- in the Gospel today we hear of two names given to the one 

whose birth we will soon be celebrating 
- the angel tells Joseph not to be afraid to take Mary home as 

his wife, and to take the child as his own 
- then he says: You must name him Jesus, because he is the one 

who is to save his people from their sins. 
- So the name Jesus tells us something of the mission or 

vocation of this child 
- His life as Saviour will be a life of service, of preaching 

and healing 
- And it will reach its fulfilment in his suffering and death 

on the Cross 
- It is above all through that supreme sacrifice that he will 

save his people from their sins 
 

C) EMMANUEL: GOD-IS-WITH-US 
- in the First reading we hear a prophecy of Isaiah that the 

maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son, whom 
she will name Emmanuel, a name which means God-is-with-us 

- for Matthew, the birth of Jesus fulfils this prophecy exactly 
- in Jesus, God is with us,  
- he enters into our world, and into our lives 
- he comes as close to us as he possibly can 
- God is with us in our ordinary human life in all its harsh 

reality;  
- in its joys, certainly, but also in its sorrows, fears, and 

disappointments;  
- in its unfulfilled desires, in its mistakes, and in its 

sinfulness.  
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D) THE FIRST CHRISTMAS WITHOUT THE SENTIMENT 
- When we reflect over the next few days on the Christmas 

story, it would be good if we could try to see it without the 
sentiment: 

- the stable, the scene of the crib, can look very cosy; 
everything seems neat and clean and tidy;  

- Jesus is welcomed by Mary and Joseph, shepherds and kings, 
and the song of the heavenly host.  

- And there is something wonderfully appealing about the love 
of a young mother for her child.  

- But the reality of that Christmas scene is that, below the 
surface, it is a story of poverty, hardship, danger, 
loneliness and rejection.  

- God was born into the real world, a harsh and dangerous, 
hostile, cruel and messy world;  

- and he did not try to protect himself from the hard knocks it 
would give him, both as a child and as an adult 

 
E) THIS CHRISTMAS WITHOUT THE SENTIMENT 
- We need to be realistic about the first Christmas.  
- Perhaps we need to be realistic about this coming Christmas, 

too.  
- It's easy to have great expectations about the Feast; and 

it's easy to be disappointed.  
- We are expected to be happy; we are expected to have joyful 

and peaceful family reunions; and, please God, we will   
- But some people actually dread Christmas.  
- They may be without a family, and experience great 

loneliness;  
- they may be bereaved, and Christmas simply revives sad 

memories, and reminds them of people who are no longer there;  
- family reunions can also create tensions among people who 

normally live apart, and who are suddenly thrown together. 
 

F) GOD-IS-WITH-US ALWAYS 
- God-is-with-us in all these situations, too.  
- He does not come to those who are perfect, to those who are 

sinless, to those who live in ideal families.  
- Otherwise he would never come at all.  
- But he comes to each of us, wherever we are, whoever we are, 

and whatever we have done, or failed to do;  
- to love us, to affirm us, to encourage us, and help us to do 

the best we can.  
- Jesus accepted the limitations of his humanity 
- Let us ask him to help us to accept the limitations of our 

own humanity as well. 


