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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A) (2019) 
 
A) INTRODUCTION: DIFFERENT EXPECTATIONS 

- Almost seven years ago, Pope Benedict made an extraordinary 
announcement 

- he told the Cardinals that he intended to step down as Pope 
- it was something that had almost never happened before. 
- as usual there was much speculation as to who his successor 

would be 
- and when the result of the election was announced, many 

people would ask, “who on earth is Cardinal Bergoglio?” and 
“what kind of a Pope is he going to be?” 

- of course as we know, Pope Francis defied all expectations, 
and continues to surprise and delight, with his spontaneity, 
compassion, humility and joy. 

- and he continues to reach people well beyond the confines of 
the Catholic Church 

 
B) ARE YOU THE ONE? 
- And it seems, in today’s Gospel, that Jesus too has defied 

expectations. 
- John the Baptist asks Jesus: Are you the one who is to come, or 

have we got to wait for someone else? Strange question! 
- John the Baptist had prepared his people for the coming of the 

Messiah 
- He had pointed Jesus out  to his own disciples and encouraged 

them to follow Jesus instead 
- He had baptised Jesus, he had seen the dove descending and heard 

the voice of the Father: this is my beloved son 
- so why should he be in any doubt? 
- Last Sunday we heard John preaching repentance and calling the 

people to a change of heart 
- He was not afraid to attack the Pharisees and Sadducees for 

their hypocrisy: Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the 
retribution that is coming? 

- His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing 
floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will 
burn in a fire that will never go out. 

- Strong stuff 
- The trouble is that Jesus had not done any of that 
- And what is more, John was now in prison 
- So what has happened to the Messiah? Is Jesus the one, or do we 

have to wait for another? 
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C) JESUS’ RESPONSE 
- Jesus does not give John’s disciples a direct answer, yes or no 
- Instead he says, you will be able to tell the true messiah by 

what he says and does 
- Go back and tell John what you hear me saying and see me doing: 

the blind, the deaf, the lame, the lepers are all cured; even 
the dead are raised to life 

- Jesus is quoting from the prophet Isaiah, from the text which 
was our First Reading 

- These are the signs of the coming of the Messiah, not 
retribution and anger, but compassion and mercy 

- Not violence and destruction, but healing and new life 
- the knitting-together again of God’s damaged creation 
- Jesus did come to bring Good News to the poor, the good news of 

God's unconditional, unchanging and unlimited love for them 
- the love that Jesus himself embodies 
- This Good News is so extraordinary and so unexpected, that some 

people would be puzzled by it, as John the Baptist was.  
- Others would be scandalised by it, especially when they saw 

Jesus turning out to be a friend of tax-collectors and sinners, 
associating himself quite freely with the outcasts of society 

- So Jesus says, "Happy is the man who does not lose faith in me" 
- happy are those who are not disappointed because Jesus turns out 

to be a completely different kind of Messiah from the sort that 
they were expecting. 

 
D) OURSELVES 
- what about ourselves? What kind of Messiah are we expecting? 
- It is as though Jesus is saying to us: Happy are those who 

recognise their own poverty, weakness and inadequacy.  
- Happy are those who realise their absolute and desperate need 

for the saviour.  
- Happy are those who are only too well aware that without him 

they can do nothing;  
- but that he can do great things for them, working in them 

through his power, and love and grace, freely given and totally 
unmerited.  

- Happy are those people, because they are truly members of God's 
kingdom.  

- Of all the children born of women, before God’s Kingdom was 
established, a greater than John the Baptist has never been 
seen.  

- Yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is. 
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