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SECOND SUNDAY of ADVENT (A) (2019) 
 

A) INTRODUCTION: JOHN THE BAPTIST 
- John the Baptizer; must have made a huge impression 
- Sudden appearance in the wilderness, preaching 
- No prophet had appeared for about 400 years 
- Outward appearance: his clothes and his diet would have 

reminded people of Elijah 
- Came out of the desert, where he had been alone with God, 

fully-fledged, fully-armed, ready to give his message 
 

B) JOHN’S MESSAGE 
- Message too was hard-hitting; straight talk 
- He fearlessly denounced evil wherever he saw it 
- Pharisees and Sadducees; King Herod himself 
- Not only denounced evil but also called people to right 

living 
- To some he said, be generous with what you have 
- To others be just in the way you collect taxes 
- To the soldiers, no intimidation, no extortion, be content 

with your pay 
- But his message was not his own or for himself, it was for 

another: the one who follows me is more powerful than I am 
- The heart of his message was: Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is close at hand 
 

C) REPENT, THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS CLOSE 
- this call to repentance was exactly the same message that 

Jesus preached when he began his public ministry 
- it was the message of the Apostles after the resurrection of 

Jesus 
- and it is the message that the church repeats to everyone of 

us today 
- God is always calling us to holiness, to an even closer union 

with him 
- He is never content to leave us where we are 
- So, whoever we are, wherever we are on our journey of faith 

there is still more distance to travel, more to learn 
- Repentance means a change of heart, a conversion: a process 

which is always going on 
- In this there will never be a moment when we can honestly 

say, I’m there, I’ve made it 



Page 2 of 2 
 

D) DESERT 
- So what is John the Baptist saying to you and to me today? 
- Well, he was preaching in the desert, or the wilderness, and 

that’s where the people went to meet him and listen to him 
- The desert has always been a place of great significance for 

Jews and Christians.  
- When the Jews were led out of Egypt on their way to the 

Promised Land, they spent forty years in the desert.  
- John the Baptist called the Jewish people out into the 

desert, away from their ordinary lives 
- And Jesus himself began his preaching and public ministry, 

after spending forty days in the desert, all by himself. 
- Amid all the noise and bustle and business that surrounds in 

these days leading up to Christmas, can we create some simple 
desert experience? 

- a withdrawing, even for just five or ten minutes each day, 
from our ordinary lives and cares and preoccupations, just to 
be utterly alone and face to face with God. 

- Asking him to help us sift out what is really important in 
our lives, and see how much of the rest we can let go of 

- Asking him to help us see whatever it is we need to change, 
to turn away from, or to strive harder to achieve 

- and maybe I need to express that change of heart more 
formally in the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 
E) POPE FRANCIS 

- six years ago, Pope Francis published his Apostolic 
Exhortation, “The Joy of the Gospel” 

- here is how he begins: 

1. The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those 
who accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and 
loneliness. With Christ joy is constantly born anew.  

2. The great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the 
desolation and anguish born of a complacent yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit 
of frivolous pleasures, and a blunted conscience. […] 

3. I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I 
ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day. …God never tires of forgiving us; we are 
the ones who tire of seeking his mercy. ..With a tenderness which never disappoints, 
but is always capable of restoring our joy, he makes it possible for us to lift up our 
heads and to start anew. […] 

 


