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SUNDAY 32 (C) (2019) 
 

A) SADDUCEES 
- In his public ministry Jesus had to face various individuals 

and groups who were critical of his beliefs and values 
- Today it is the turn of the Sadducees: who were they? 
- They formed a select party drawn mainly from the well to do: 

merchants, landowners and priests. 
- They were sympathetic to foreign culture and ideas, and it was 

from them that the statesmen and diplomats of Israel were 
chosen. 

- In Our Lord’s time, the Sadducees accepted Roman rule and, in 
exchange, were able to retain power and influence over the 
Temple and the Supreme Council. 

- So they were regarded by many as collaborators and traitors. 
- As wealthy aristocrats they would not welcome a Messiah who 

might seek to liberate his people from foreign oppression 
- And they did not believe in the resurrection from the dead 
- Instead they believed that all people, both good and bad, went 

to the shadowy underworld after their death 
- That very conveniently left them free to enjoy the present, 

without having to worry about any afterlife. 
 

B) RIDICULING THE IDEA OF RESURRECTION 
- So the Sadducees go to Jesus, and put to him a hypothetical 

question 
- They are not interested in finding out the truth 
- Rather, they want to ridicule the idea of belief in the 

resurrection of the body.  
- If someone is widowed seven times over, whose wife will she be 

in the next life? 
- Jesus does not answer the question directly 
- instead, he uses the opportunity to speak about the next life, 

saying that it will be completely different from this one. 
- People will no longer marry, because the need to marry, which 

we experience in this life, will be completely fulfilled in a 
different way in the next. 

 
 
C) WHY PEOPLE MARRY 
- a) in this life, marriage enables the human race to survive, 

to continue generation after generation 
- people are able to live on in their children and grand-

children, to achieve a kind of immortality.  
- But the life to come is a life lived for ever with God, so 

people will already experience immortality 
- they will never die again, and they will not need to have 

children 
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- b) in this life, through marriage, people enter into an 
intimate, exclusive and all-absorbing relationship with 
another person, to love and be loved in return, and so to seek 
fulfilment and happiness.  

- In the life to come, we will be swept into an intimate, all-
absorbing relationship with God, in which we will love, and be 
loved unconditionally and unchangingly by God, as people made 
in his image 

- It is a love that will be inclusive, not exclusive; including 
all those other brothers and sisters of Christ, whom we will 
know, and to whom we will relate without fear or anger or 
jealousy or anxiety.  

- So the special ties of marriage will no longer be needed.  
 

D) GOD IS THE GOD OF THE LIVING 
- At the end of the Gospel passage, Jesus appeals to the 

Scriptures, which the Sadducees did accept 
- Jesus says that God is the God of the living, not of the dead:  
- so if he is the God of the Patriarchs, of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob, they must be alive to God, they must in some way be 
still alive, even though they have experienced physical death.  

- We can translate that into our own terms by saying that our 
own relatives and friends, even though they have died to this 
life, are alive to God in a way we do not yet understand or 
experience. 

 
E) REMEMBERING OUR DEAD 
- When we remember our dead, as we do especially this month, we 

are expressing our faith that our loved ones are with God;  
- that they are already experiencing his forgiveness and mercy 

and compassion;  
- and that we are in communion with them, supporting them and 

helping them with our prayers. 
- here in the Mass we are remembering them before God, praying 

that they may be fully united with him in the happiness of 
heaven 

- in that way we express our faith in the resurrection 
- a) in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead: because in the 

Mass we celebrate, we remember and we make present his death 
and resurrection 

- b) but faith in our own resurrection too, that one day we 
shall share fully, both physically and spiritually, in the 
death and resurrection of Jesus 

- our faith in the resurrection is our response to the 
faithfulness of God: 

- to the God who keeps his promise to his faithful ones, even 
when they die 

- God was faithful to his son Jesus who rose from the dead 
- he will be faithful to all his beloved daughters and sons, who 

will share one day in that same resurrection. 
---ooo0ooo--- 


