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SUNDAY 31 (C) (2019) 
A) HUMAN JUSTICE 
 
- in our legal system, when someone is convicted of a crime, 

they are sentenced to some kind of punishment 
- they serve their term, and then they are readmitted into 

society 
- first comes the offence, then the conviction, then the 

sentence, then (we suppose) repentance and finally forgiveness 
- and that seems fair enough 
- if there were no punishment, there would be no incentive for 

people to mend their ways 
- first repentance, then forgiveness 
- yet with God it’s the other way around 
- as the First Reading says: God overlooks men’s sins, so that 

they can repent 
- first, God forgives, and then comes the opportunity to repent 

 
B) ZACCHAEUS 
 
- and we see that happening in today’s Gospel in the meeting 

between Jesus and Zacchaeus,  
- a meeting which leads to a wonderful transformation in his 

life too. 
- He tries to make up by his good deeds for what he had done in 

his past life 
- Transformation brought about not by a court-case, but by a 

meeting with the compassionate and forgiving Christ 
- Zacchaeus is already condemned by his fellow citizens, but he 

is befriended by Jesus 
- Jericho was a very wealthy and important town: overlooked the 

approach to Jerusalem and also the river-crossings to the 
lands to the east of the Jordan river 

- also one of the greatest taxation centres in Palestine 
- whole country was subject to Roman occupation, and the tax-

collectors were Jews who had taken service under the Roman 
government 

- regarded by their own people as traitors.  
- taxation system itself was subject to abuse: collectors could 

extract duty from the tax-payers, over and above the amount 
required by the Romans 

 
C) ZACCHAEUS WANTED TO SEE JESUS 
 
- Zacchaeus was a senior tax-collector, and a wealthy man 
- he would be one of the best known and most hated men in the 

district:  
- it is a sign of his notoriety that we actually know his name 
- anxious to see what kind of man Jesus was: out of pure 

curiosity, or maybe he had heard that Jesus had time for 
people like him, hated and despised though he was 
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- prepared to mingle with the crowd 
- prepared to go to any lengths, to suffer any indignity, even 

to the point of climbing a tree like a school boy 
 

- D) JESUS WANTED TO SEE ZACCHAEUS 
 

- If Zacchaeus is anxious to see Jesus, then Jesus is anxious to 
see him, too. "Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because I must stay at 
your house today." 
- “staying at your house” could be a metaphor for Jesus entering 
into Zacchaeus’ life, totally and utterly, in order to transform 
it 
- I have come to seek out and save what was lost 
- Zacchaeus is overjoyed, privileged to be able to welcome Jesus 
into his home.  
- reaction of the crowd. "He has gone to stay at a sinner's 
house," they said.  
- where they have nothing but contempt, Jesus shows nothing but 
friendship and compassion 
 

E) TRANSFORMATION 
 
- That gracious approach of Jesus touches Zacchaeus deeply; he 

is a changed man 
- he takes steps to show to everyone around him that he will 

make amends for his misdeeds.  
- he will give away half his property to the poor 
- The other half he will not keep for himself, but will use to 

make restitution to anyone he has defrauded.  
- Because of this declaration of Zacchaeus, Jesus is able to say 

that salvation has come to this house.  
- Zacchaeus was as much entitled to God's mercy as anyone else, 

even though he followed a despised profession: this man too is 
a son of Abraham. 

 
F) LESSON FOR US? 
 
- Everyone of us, no matter who we are or what we have done, are 

fitting subjects for the mercy of God 
- All that can prevent us from receiving that mercy and 

forgiveness is our own pride and self-sufficiency.  
- Perhaps we need something of the simplicity and child-likeness 

of Zacchaeus, who just wanted to catch a glimpse of Jesus.  
- We too will find that he will offer us not angry rebukes but 

friendship and intimacy and an assurance that we too are truly 
forgiven. 


