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SUNDAY 30 (C) (2019) 

 
A) INTRODUCTION 

 
- There is a rather unpleasant character in Charles Dickens’ 

novel “David Copperfield”, called Uriah Heep, who makes a 
pretence of being humble. 

- “I am well aware that I am the ’umblest person going…My 
Mother is likewise a very ‘umble person. We live in a numble 
abode.” 

- In a way he is like the Pharisee in today’s Gospel story, 
someone who is insincere, someone who is a putting on an act 

- once again, Jesus tells a simple but vivid story to make a 
point 

- The two characters are two types which represent opposite 
poles of Judaism, the righteous one and the outcast.  

- The Pharisees rigidly observed every regulation of the law. 
- They saw themselves as the representatives of God's people in 

its purity.  
- The publicans were tax-collectors, collecting tribute on 

behalf of the occupying Roman power, and they were always 
careful to make a profit on the transactions for themselves. 

- So they were considered to be not only traitors to their 
people, but dishonest as well.  

- Luke, the master story-teller, allows us to overhear the 
prayers of these two men; and its lesson is simply that 
appearances can deceive. 

 
B) THE PHARISEE 
 
- The Pharisee in this parable is sometimes called a hypocrite, 

someone who is insincere, someone who is putting on an act.  
- but the man really is sincere, and his claims are true.  
- He is scrupulously honest, a faithful family man, a careful 

observer of the Law. 
- In fact, he goes further 
- The Law required only one fast a year; but he, a pious 

Pharisee, fasts twice a week. 
- He pays far more in tithes than the Law would expect, not 

just on his produce, but on all his possessions.  
- He is sincerely convinced that he stands at rights with God. 
- After all, he has done all that he is supposed to do, and 

more.  
- He can truly thank God that he is not like other men.  
- The only trouble is that his prayer is not a prayer at all, 

but rather a list of achievements. 
- It’s as though he comes before God, asking for nothing, and 

needing nothing.  
- We are told that he said this prayer to himself; and, in 

fact, he was probably the only one who was listening. 
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C) THE PUBLICAN 
 

- The tax-collector was a man without hope. 
- He had been robbed of hope by the righteous people like the 

pharisee, so thoroughly branded as an outcast that he had 
come to regard himself as one.  

- If salvation depended on one hundred per cent observance of 
the Law, as the Pharisees maintained, then this man stood no 
chance at all.  

- But he cannot bring himself to believe that God is like that. 
- Hoping against hope, he dares to come to the Temple of God 
- And his prayer is a very simple, sincere and moving one: 

"Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner."  
- And of course, this is a prayer which does pierce the clouds. 
- It is a prayer which is heard and answered.  
- The man is able to go home again at rights with God, because 

he has received God's mercy.  
- He has recognized his utter poverty and need, and turned to 

the only One who can supply that need. 
 

D) OURSELVES 
 

- The story is told of the person who comes up to the priest 
after Mass, and says, "Well, thank God I am not like that 
Pharisee."  

- The trouble is, of course, that there is probably something 
of the Pharisee in all of us.  

- In our efforts to lead a good life, we can so easily forget 
that God's mercy and love are sheer gift.  

- We can do nothing to earn or deserve them.  
- Like the Pharisee, we may sometimes be tempted to compare 

ourselves favourably with other people. 
- “Thank God I am not like such and such a person.” 
- Yet how often appearances can deceive.  
- And so we can do a lot worse than to make our own the prayer 

of the publican, asking God to help us to recognise our utter 
poverty and emptiness in his sight;  

- knowing that only then can he fill us with his love and his 
grace.  

- "Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner."  
 

---ooo0ooo--- 


